
 

How Interactive Widgets Revolutionize 
Smartphone Experience  
 
Did you know that in the US, between 2019 and 2024, the amount of time spent 
on daily mobile phone use has risen from 3 hours and 45 minutes to 4 hours and 
49 minutes - eMarketer. 
 
In the ever-evolving world of smartphone technology, smartphone usage has 
increased significantly. You might find yourself tapping on your lock screen to 
either check time or notifications. But now, user interface (UI) innovations 
continue to reshape how you interact with your devices. Among these 
advancements, interactive widgets stand out as game-changers, particularly 
when integrated into lock screens. While Android users enjoy the 
groundbreaking feature called “Glance”, which pioneered content discovery on 
lock screens. iOS too has made significant strides with its own lock screen 
widgets. This article explores the impact of interactive widgets, focusing on iOS 
lock screen widgets for Apple users and Glance for android.  
 

The Rise of Interactive Widgets 
 
Earlier, the lock screens used to lack in terms of advanced functionalities and 
interactivity. But with the advent of Interactive widgets, they have transformed 
from static images to dynamic, information-rich hubs. Their evolution has been 
driven by user demand for quick access to information and enhanced 
productivity. Let's explore why they've become so popular: 
 

1. Instant Information Access 
 

Interactive widgets provide at-a-glance information without the need to unlock 
the device or download multiple applications.  

https://www.glance.com/us/articles/widget-customization?utm_source=Glance&utm_medium=external&utm_campaign=Glance+USA
https://medium.com/@NicoleWill/6-powerful-widget-management-strategies-to-streamline-your-lock-screen-3ead2cbf38df?utm_source=Glance&utm_medium=external&utm_campaign=Glance+USA


 

2. Customization and Personalization 

You can tailor the lock screen by selecting categories that match your specific 
needs and interests. 
 

3. Enhanced Productivity 

Quick access to key functions and information streamlines daily tasks and 
saves time. 
 

4. Reduced App Clutter 

Interactive widgets eliminated the need for multiple single-purpose apps, 
decluttering the device. 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/how-interactive-widgets-lockscreen-understands-you-glance-white-snfof?utm_source=Glance&utm_medium=external&utm_campaign=Glance+USA


Benefits of iOS Lock Screen Widgets 

 
With the introduction of iOS lock screen widgets, Apple has significantly 
enhanced the functionality of iPhones. Here's how these widgets are making a 
difference: 
 

Widget Placement 

iOS lock screen widgets lets users personalize their lock screen with a variety of 
widgets. They are free to decide the placement of these widgets. 
 

Real-Time Information Updates 

From weather forecasts to tracking food orders, iOS lock screen widgets 
provide real-time information without unlocking the device. 
 

Enhanced Productivity Tools 

Calendar events, reminders, and task lists are now accessible directly from the 
Apple lock screen, boosting efficiency. 
 

Advantages of Glance Feature for Android 

 
Glance stands as the pioneer in bringing content directly on the lock screen. 
Right from real-time sports, news updates to weather forecasts, Glance makes 
the android lock screen more interactive. 
 

Instant News Updates 

Glance delivers snippets of news updates on lock screen, ranging from business, 
US and International. 
 

https://medium.com/@adam.b_14241/glance-vs-ios-lock-screen-widgets-a-tale-of-two-lock-screens-33b127e8dd79
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/glance-screen-smart-content-your-fingertips-rushikesh-dhole-ag7ic?utm_source=Glance&utm_medium=external&utm_campaign=Glance+USA


Live Sport Scores  

With Glance, getting Live scores, stats and highlights is possible directly from 
the lock screen. This saves time and helps sports fans stay in the loop. 
 

Weather On-the-go 

Weather plays an important role in the daily decision making process. With 
Glance feature on android lock screen, you can check weather on-the-go. 
 

Personalization 

Personalization plays a huge role for enhancing user experience (UX) and 
therefore interactive widgets are crucial. Glance offers content categories to 
choose from and customize the lock screen according to needs and preferences. 
 

Comparing iOS Lock Screen Widgets to Glance Feature 

 
While iOS has made impressive strides with iOS lock screen widgets, it's worth 
noting that Android, particularly through features like Glance, pioneered the 
concept of lock screen content discovery. Here's how they compare: 
 

1. Content Variety 

Glance offers a wide range of content types, including news, sports and 
weather, while iOS widgets focus more on productivity and app-specific 
information. 
 

2. Customization 

Both platforms offer customization, but Glance's AI-driven content suggestions 
provide a more dynamic experience. 
 



3. Interaction Level 

iOS widgets generally offer more direct interaction, allowing users to complete 
simple tasks without unlocking the device. Glance makes the android lock 
screen more interactive, the more you interact with it, the more it learns your 
patterns and delivers the relevant content. 
 

4. Visual Integration 

iOS widgets are more deeply integrated into the lock screen aesthetic, while 
Glance offers a full-screen content experience by providing information in a 
visually appealing way.  
 

5. Platform Availability 

Glance is exclusive to certain Android devices, while iOS widgets are available 
across recent iPhone models. 
 

The Future of Interactive Widgets  
 

As smartphone users increasingly demand quick access to information and 
seamless device interactions, we can expect further innovations in interactive 
widgets. Glance feature for Android and iOS lock screen widgets both aim to 
give users a seamless experience. 
iOS lock screen widgets offer a quick window to in app information whilst 
Glance feature offers content discovery on android lock screen. Technology 
evolves at a fast pace and we can expect more functionalities in interactive 
widgets. Glance leverages future technologies like AI and Machine Learning to 
design an intuitive interface.  
 
 

Shaping the Future with Interactive Widgets 

 



Interactive widgets, particularly those on iOS lock screens, are revolutionizing 
how we interact with our Apple phones. By providing instant access to critical 
information and functions, these tools enhance productivity, save time, and 
keep users informed effortlessly. 
Android's Glance feature pioneered lock screen content discovery, 
personalization by seamless integration with Android’s operating system 
As we look to the future, it's clear that interactive widgets will play an 
increasingly important role in shaping our digital interactions. By embracing 
these innovative tools, we can make our devices work smarter for us, ensuring 
that the information we need is always just a glance away. As technology 
continues to evolve, staying ahead of the curve with solutions like interactive 
widgets will be key to maximizing the potential of our digital companions. 
 
 


