
Cricut Maker 3 vs Explore 3: Which 

Machine Is Better for You? 

When people think of buying a Cricut machine, they are often unsure 

about Cricut Maker 3 vs Explore 3. If you are also looking to buy a 

Cricut machine and find yourself confused between the two tools, I am here 

to solve your problem. In this blog, I am going to talk about both Cricut 

cutting machines in detail. I will be writing about the main features, 

differences, and similarities and tell you which of the two devices is better 

for you in the end. 
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Both the Cricut Maker 3 vs Explore 3 are the latest tools in their 

respective series. Both of these are the best Cricut models and are 

recommended by most Cricut users. So, let’s start with the introduction of 

these machines. 

All About Cricut Maker 3 and Explore 3 
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Before we compare the devices, it is best to know about both Cricut 

machines first. 



Cricut Maker 3 

This Maker 3 is believed to be the finest crafting machine for any kind of 

DIY project. It is a versatile machine and is compatible with all Cricut 

blades. It works with different materials and has 10 times the cutting force 

as compared to the Explore Air 2. If you have been using the Cricut machine 

for a long time now, you would know that after Cricut Maker, there was no 

Cricut Maker 2. The machine is so advanced and versatile that it can be 

called a third-generation Cricut cutting machine. Now, you can understand 

that it is very advanced. 

Cricut Explore 3 

The Explore 3 is the most popular Cricut machine and for all the right 

reasons. This is a third-generation crafting machine, and it has significant 

changes from its previous models. With these latest changes, it is now much 

more sleek and efficient. The most noticeable thing about this latest Explore 

machine is that its Smart Set Dial has been removed. Earlier, to work on the 

Explore machines, you had to turn the dial to use various materials. Now, 

the process of selecting the materials can be done on the Cricut Design 

Space app. 

Cricut Maker 3 vs Explore 3: Key Features 



 

These are the major features of the Cricut cutting machines. 



Cricut Maker 3 

• The Cricut Maker machine has 13 different tools. 

• This machine can cut up to 12 feet of the materials in one go. 

• It can cut fabrics, cards, plastic, leather, wood, and metals. 

• The machine has a standard cutting size of 12 x 24 inches. 

• It has available maltless cutting. 

• It can cut over 300+ materials. 

• You can use all kinds of blades with Cricut Maker 3, including 

Rotary Blade, Knife Blade, and Wavy Blade. 

Cricut Explore 3 

• Number of tools in Explore 3 is 6. 

• It can cut more than 100+ materials. 

• The machine can cut materials like cardboard, artboard, paper, 

leather, plastic, and metals. 

• The standard cutting size of the machine is 12 x 24. 

• Explore 3 can also cut matless 

• The machine can cut 12 feet in one go. 



• It can be cut with blades like Fine-Point Blade and Deep-Point 

Blade. 

Cricut Maker 3 vs Explore 3: Main Differences 

One of the major differences between both cutting machines is the price. 

Cricut Maker 3 is $110–120, costlier than the Explore 3 machine. The 

difference in the price depends on which country you are living in. Cricut 

Explore 3 is relatively cheaper, and so it has its limitations. The second 

major difference is that in the Maker 3 machine, you can use up to 13 tools, 

so you can cut up to 300+ materials. In contrast, the Explore machine can 

only use up to 6 tools so that you can cut around 100 types of materials. 

Cricut Maker can use a Knife Blade and Rotary Blade, so you can cut thick 

materials that you cannot do on the Explore 3 machine. 

Cricut Explore 3 has a standard cutting pressure and can only cut up to 

2mm thick. The Maker 3 is a much more powerful machine and can cut up 

to 2.4mm thick. Cricut Maker 3 is a versatile machine, but the Explore 3 has 

its limitations. 

Cricut Maker 3 vs Explore 3: What Should You Buy? 

Which one of the two Cricut machines you should buy depends on your 

preference and budget. If you are looking for a relatively cheaper machine, 

then you should go for the Cricut Explore 3. Although it is a little cheaper 

machine, there is no denying the fact that it is the most popular Cricut 

machine and is preferred by most Cricut users. So, if you are looking for a 

cutting machine that does not require heavy performance, this machine is 



good for you. But, if you have no problem with the price and want a versatile 

machine that can fulfill all your needs, you can purchase a Cricut Maker 3 

machine. 

Conclusion 

I would like to conclude with the hope that your confusion about Cricut 

Maker 3 vs Explore 3 is now resolved. In this blog, I have written 

everything about both Cricut cutting machines and their features in detail. I 

have also outlined the differences between the two machines. It should now 

be easier for you to decide which machine is better for you. You can get a 

machine according to your budget and requirements. 

FAQs 

What’s the Main Difference Between Cricut Maker 3 and 

Explore 3? 

The first difference between the Cricut Maker 3 and the Explore 3 is their 

prices. The Explore 3 costs around $320, while the Maker 3 costs around 

$430. The Maker 3 is a powerful and versatile machine, while the Explore 3 

is best for standard use. The Explore 3 can cut up to 3mm deep, whereas the 

Maker 3 can cut up to 2.4mm deep. The Maker 3 can cut 300+ materials, 

while the Explore 3 can cut up to 100 materials. 

Which Is Better Cricut Explore 3 or Maker 3? 

There is no denying that the Cricut Maker 3 is the best cutting machine. 

However, the answer to the question of which one is better depends upon 
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the user’s preference. If you want a relatively cheaper machine, then the 

Explore machine is a better option. Cricut Maker 3 is a more powerful 

machine, and hence, it can cut with better speed, thickness, and efficiency. 

However, the Explore 3 is also a great machine, and depending on your 

needs, it can be the best choice for you. 

What Materials Can I Cut With Cricut Explore 3? 

With the help of the Cricut Explore 3, you can cut around 100 materials, 

such as cardstock, paper, cork, vinyl, iron-on vinyl, fabrics, plastic, leather, 

wood, metal, etc. By using the Explore 3 machine, you can cut fabrics and 

create beautiful designs on t-shirts, curtains, pillows, and many more. With 

wood cutting, you can create home signs, frames, puzzles, bookmarks, etc. 

The paper cuttings will help you create greeting cards, flowers, banners, and 

so much more. 

Visit here For More Information: Cricut.com/setup 
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