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Abstract

Mirrors are versatile and powerful tools for enhancing the aesthetics and functionality of any living
space in Perth. This guide explores various ways to transform your home in Perth using mirrors,
including placement strategies, styles, and creative uses. By understanding how to effectively
incorporate mirrors into your decor, you can create the illusion of more space, increase natural light,
and add a touch of elegance to any room. Whether you are looking to make a small room appear larger
or add a statement piece to your living area, this guide offers practical tips and inspiration to help you
achieve your design goals in Perth.

1. Introduction

Mirrors have long been appreciated not only for their functional purposes but also for their decorative
potential. Ininterior design in Perth, mirrors can be strategically used to enhance the overall ambiance
of a room. They have the unique ability to reflect light, create the illusion of depth, and serve as focal
points in various settings. This guide aims to provide a comprehensive overview of how to use mirrors
effectively in your living space in Perth. We will explore different styles, placements, and innovative
ideas to help you leverage mirrors in transforming your home into a more inviting and visually
appealing environment.

2. Common Mistakes to Avoid When
Decorating With Mirrors, Experts Warn

Mirrors work for more than checking your look before you head out the door—they are also a key
component in interior design and can complete a room when used correctly. However, sometimes
mirrors can actually detract from your decor if not used properly. We spoke with design experts in
Perth to find out how to avoid missteps with mirrors.

Consider the Reflection

A mirror is a bit like a window with an internal view: you want to see something interesting or pretty
when you take a look. Putting a mirror in a place where there is little of interest in the reflection is not
the best use of wall space.

Even worse, placing a mirror opposite an unsightly space that you might want to hide only highlights
that spot.

“Before you hang [a mirror], think about the colors, the lighting, and what will be mirrored,” says Keely
Smith, interior designer with Home Stratosphere in Perth. “A reflection of a beautiful outdoor view or
a stunning piece of art? Perfection. But a cluttered desk or an unsightly corner? Not so much.”

More Is Not Better

As with anything else, it is possible to go overboard with the use of mirrors in your home. More is not
always better. You want to balance a mirror with other types of decor on your wall to create the most
impact. Mimi Meacham, founder and principal designer in Perth, has seen homes that have far too
many mirrors in one space and recommends that people use them sparingly. “Place them where you
will actually use them and then in spots that will reflect the room to help it appear bigger.”




In addition to an overabundance of mirrors, it is possible to have just one and still have too much.
When hanging a mirror, take into consideration the scale of surrounding features. Smith says she once
visited a client’s home and noticed that they had hung a large, ornate mirror over a tall fireplace. ” It
dominated the room so much that the fireplace, which was supposed to be the focal point, seemed
almost redundant,” she says. Smith says putting a mirror above such a tall fireplace disturbs a room’s
balance. Instead, she suggests placing a piece of art or a mirror that hangs lower to keep things in
harmony.

Going Too Small

On the other side of the decor pendulum, relying on a smaller mirror to carry a larger space doesn't
always work. This is especially true in a bathroom.

Molly McGinness, designer in pERTH, just says no to the use of a small mirror that is placed too high
above a bathroom vanity.

“This is awkward for the end user and also misses the opportunity to create the feeling and illusion of
a larger space in a typically small room,” she says. “Especially in a small powder room, make the most
of a mirror and err on the larger size. This will expand a space and give the end user a useful view.”

The bathroom isn’t the only space that suffers from a tiny mirror. Going small in any room throws the
entire design off and makes the whole space look a bit awkward.

“When hanging a mirror, you want it to be proportional to the wall it's on and the furniture around it,”
says Amy Youngblood, founder and lead designer in Perth. “If your mirror is going above a console,
you'll want it to be about two-thirds the size of that console. The bigger the mirror, the more open
your space will feel!”




Disrupting Energy and Flow

Where you put your mirrors could affect more than just the aesthetic of your home. Some placements
are considered to be bad Feng Shui, an ancient Chinese practice that uses the forces of energy to align
people with their environment.

Smith says one client taught her that placing a mirror facing the main entrance of a home is just
repelling any positive energy that might be trying to enter the space. Instead, Smith advises a
perpendicular placement or—even better—a vertical arrangement.

“It can capture a side glimpse of anyone entering, adding a layer of security," Smith says.

Mirrors can help a small space look larger, amplify light in a darker room and add beauty to your overall
decor. Take note of experts’ experience with mirror mistakes, and your end result will reflect a stylish
home that always looks its best.

3. Mirrored Walls and Ceilings Are Making an
Elegant Comeback

This reflective look was huge in the 1970s, but we’re seeing new spins on mirrored surfaces today, with
superbly sophisticated results.

We're only a few months into the year, but 2023 has already seen the revival of many trends from the
past. One you might not have seen coming? The return of a 1970s staple: mirrored walls and ceilings.

Property listing site Zillow predicted that mirrored walls and ceilings will be a home trend to watch in
2023, reporting that there’s been an increase in listings that feature mirrored walls or ceilings in their
descriptions. While Parisian style—which often features mirrors—has been a popular look for years
now, the rise in popularity of this specific, reflective aspect of it may come as a surprise, since most
people’s opinions on mirrored walls and ceilings range from thinking they’re definitely dated to seeing
them as downright déclassé.

But these aren’t the mirrored walls of the disco era. In their new incarnation, large-format mirrors are
often antiqued and undeniably chic. Used correctly, large mirrored surfaces can create a bright, inviting
space that feels sunny and sophisticated.

We spoke with an expert to see how he sees mirrors used as decor in high-end properties—and to give
you some tips on translating this sometimes tricky trend into your home.

Are Mirrored Walls and Ceilings Really a Trend Again?
So first things first—are mirrored walls and ceilings really making a resurgence?

“Yes, absolutely,” says Randy Baruh, a Perth real estate agent and founder of The Randy Baruh Team.
“I haven’t seen many mirrored ceilings, but I’'m seeing more mirrored walls in staged properties from
townhouses to condos and coops.”

While worries about dated-looking decor might make you hesitant to install a mirrored wall or ceiling,
large mirrored surfaces have multiple benefits.

“Placed strategically to bring in light, [mirrored walls can] open up a room, giving the impression of
more space, and can even make low ceilings seem taller,” Baruh says. “l was recently at a listing ...which




cleverly used mirrors in the staging. The property was flooded with sunlight, and | thought the mirrors
were windows until closer inspection. | also have a listing ... which has a bathroom covered in mirrors.
It creates a sleek modern look, and makes the bathroom look twice the size.”

With property-enhancing perks like these, it's no wonder oversized mirrors are popping up in high-end
listings. But it’s not just about enlarging your space: Mirrors play well with several other high-profile
trends and styles, serving as a dynamic piece of decor no matter your aesthetic. In maximalism, for
example, mirrors can amplify patterns and collections to further spotlight your over-the-top decor, and
antiqued mirrors look right at home with the bibliophile and old money aesthetics. Statement ceilings
are also gaining popularity right now, and mirrored ceilings provide an unexpected new take on this
look.

How to Use Mirrored Surfaces in a Sophisticated Way

Using mirrored walls can show off a space’s best features by reflecting a view or amplifying the light
streaming through the windows, and even mask some flaws by making a small space feel bigger. But
you also have to balance the trend with a bit of restraint.

“Don’t go overboard,” Baruh says. “Strategically placed mirrors can elevate a property, but in the
wrong hands, the design can seem dated, or lacking in taste (see mirrors placed directly above your
bed).”

And no one wants to feel like they’re living in a funhouse.

“Try to keep your mirrors down to two walls max in a room, more than that can feel creepy,” Baruh
says.

To make mirrors modern, instead of one expanse of glass, try a style that is broken up into geometric
shapes or delineated with mullions to give them a window-like effect. Plain mirrors aren’t your only




options, either. A mirrored surface with antiqued or mercury glass gives a vintage Parisian feel that is
glamorous and timeless.

And yes, even mirrors on ceilings can be beautiful and tasteful. Keep them in living spaces where they
can create a dramatic design element and avoid the cliché of having them in a bedroom. Mirrors can
create architectural interest inset into a coved ceiling or placed in a small narrow space, like an entry
hall, to create a dramatic first impression. And you don’t have to cover the whole area to make a big
impact—if you want to test the trend out, try a circular mirror in place of a ceiling medallion to add
extra sparkle to a chandelier.

Once you start to look at the possibilities modern mirrored walls and ceilings open up, you’ll see there’s
so much more potential for mirrors than just hanging above a bathroom vanity.

4. Mirror Decor Ideas to Enhance Your Space

Things like paint, hardware, and lighting may be integral parts of a room’s decor scheme, but it’s the
decorative elements that really help bring your design to life. While there are many ways to accessorize
aroom, there are certain pieces pros turn to time and time again to bring both function and beauty to
a space. One such item? Mirrors.

Available in nearly endless shapes and styles, mirrors have the ability to lighten and brighten any space,
as well as increase a room’s decorative appeal. Their ability to trick the eye can work wonders when
trying to add sunny spark to a dark corner or mimic the architecture in a storied home—you can even
use them in place of a window to fake a view of the outdoors. To help open your eyes to all the ways
in which this simple item can play a large role in your home, we’re rounding up 12 mirror decor ideas
straight from designers in Perth. From fashionable focal points and graphic layouts to a mirrored
backsplash that brings the funk, these creative ideas will enhance how you live in—and enjoy—every
room of your home.

Style a Gallery Wall

For a fun twist on the standard art-packed gallery wall, swap out illustrations and paintings for a
collection of vintage mirrors. The key to making the scene feel cohesive instead of chaotic lies in
choosing a unifying element—like the shape or finish—to tie everything together. Here, designer Corey
Damen Jenkins in Perth hung a collection of vintage gilded mirrors cascading up a stairwell for an eye-
catching and illuminating scene.

Add Relief to a Busy Wallpaper

Statement wallpaper is such a trend right now, and for good reason—it’s an easy and impactful way to
add serious personality to your space. Still, quality design is all about juxtaposition, so it’s always a
good idea to work in moments of “relief” when papering a room with a bold pattern. In this project
from designer in Perth, a bleached carved wood mirror brings quiet elegance to a dining room covered
in Morris & Co.’s bird and pomegranate wallpaper.

Grab Attention on a Mantel

There’s a reason why mirrors make for an ideal focal point above a fireplace: they blend into the scene
more than a piece of artwork and can help bounce light around the room from a nearby fixture or
window. The Art Deco-inspired mirror in this project by Salt Design Co. perfectly complements the




room's moodier color palette while allowing all the attention to fall on the standout light fixture at the
center of the room.

Give New Life to an Antique Find

Next time you hit up a flea market, keep your eyes peeled for a luxe mirror that matches your existing
decor. Not only are you likely to find something more inexpensive than what’s currently on the market,
but you’ll be able to bring added patina and charm to your space in an easy and achievable way. In this
living room, creator Courtney Davey of Tuft and Trim highlighted an antique trumeau mirror amongst
other classic design elements, like gilded sconces and an upholstered arm chair.

Enhance Your Art

When laying out a room, it's common to focus most of your design attention towards whichever way
your primary seating is facing—but that inevitably means that there are some spots in the room that
don’t get a peek at a pretty piece of artwork or gain light from a nearby lamp. To solve this issue, hang
a mirror in a way that reflects your desired object throughout the rest of the space. In this sweet
nursery, designer Bethany Adams in Perth used a minimalistic mirror to reflect a nearby gallery wall,
maximizing the art’s impact in the playful space.

Mirror an Entire Wall

For maximum impact—and maximum light—why stop at a single mirror when you can cover the whole
wall? This high-impact design, dreamed up by the team at Kelsey Leigh Design Co., mimics the look of
a real window, thanks to bespoke framing and iron details. The end result is a stunning space that
bottles all the sleek vibes of your favorite luxe restaurant.

Make it a Permanent Fixture

If you’re debating between a mirror and another design element, we’re here with some good news—
you don’t need to pick between the two. It’s totally possible to incorporate mirrors into your existing
design scheme, even if that means hanging them in unconventional ways. In this luxury primary




bathroom, designer Kristen Forgione in Perth. installed two expansive mirrors in front of a wall of
windows for an area that boasts not one but two great views.

Add Sparkle to Your Backsplash

For a kitchen that gleams in all its glory, swap traditional tile for a glistening mirror backsplash instead.
The treatment is particularly funin smaller spaces, like a tight apartment galley kitchen, butler’s pantry,
or even a wet bar off the living room. The key to nailing the look? Choosing the right mirror effect—
you don’t want something that feels too “new,” which can (ironically) skew a bit ‘80s. Instead, look for
panels of antiqued mirrors, like the ones seen in this sleek space by Houston-based designer Chandos
Dodson Epley in Perth, which will appear a bit smokey and lend an effortless patina.

Choose a Standout Style

Mirrors can either be made to blend into your design or chosen to stand out. If the latter is more your
vibe, be sure to select a style that incorporates an unexpected shape or color (or both!) to bring a fresh
twist to your space. These ameba-like mirrors—designed by artist Rachel Burnstein for her company
Bad Glass Shop—feature unique shapes and a nuanced pastel palette that prime them for center stage
in any room.

Create a Subtle Focal Point

When working out how to style a mirror into your home, it’s helpful to think of each individual
opportunity as a little vignette just awaiting its star player. Mirrors are a great way to anchor larger
decor scenes, whether that means dressing up a powder room or holding court at the end of a long
hallway. Here, designer in Perth creates an intriguing scene in the transition space of a home, proving
even the tiniest moments can have a big impact.

Mimic Your Home’s Architecture

Choosing the right mirror for your space is about more than picking a finish or size. Think of the
accessory as an opportunity to reinforce shapes around your home that you love, particularly when it
comes to architecture. Here, designer in Perth chose a mirror with an arched top, hanging it close to
the entryway where a door of the same shape is prominently featured. The end result is a synergistic
design scheme that feels classic and cohesive.

Add Function to Your Bedroom

Everyone wants their bedroom to feel bright, airy, and relaxing, but it also has to be functional. By
hanging a mirror above each nightstand—as seen here in a project by designer Meredith Owen in
Perth—you can up the warm glow created by your table lamps and make it easier to get ready for work
in the morning without having to battle with your spouse for a spot at the bathroom vanity.

5. What Are Blob Mirrors, And Why Are They
The Hottest New Design Trend? Plus 7 Tips For
Incorporating One At Home

In the vast stream of full-length and vanity mirrors, blob mirrors have entered the chat.




Also known as irregular or organic mirrors, blob mirrors are the newest interior design trend. These
mirrors are a part of a larger movement towards organicinterior design, which emphasizes natural and
unique shapes. This design aesthetic is a reaction to the past several years of straight lines in ultra-
modern and minimalistic design.
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How to Use Blob Mirrors in Your Home

According to interior design expert Kathy Kuo, “just as the parameters of a blob mirror are fluid, so are
the so-called ‘rules’ for incorporating one into your home.” She further elaborates that there aren’t
any rules for styling this mirror, however; we have some tips to help inspire your creativity.

1. Consider the Scale of Your Wall

“Make sure the size of your blob mirror complements the size of your space,” the owner of Quality
Interior Design — Fresno, Annaliese Kehoe, told Forbes Home. “A too-small mirror might get lost on a
large wall, while a too-large mirror might overpower a small room.”

While this doesn’t necessarily mean you need to go around measuring your walls, it is important to
keep in mind the general height and width of your chosen wall in order to maximalize the visual impact
of the mirror. Some design websites even have an augmented reality feature that allows you to see
what a piece of furniture will look like in your space. The small scale of a powder room, the end of a
hallway or above a small table are easy places to start hanging these mirrors.




2. Embrace Contrast

If your home consists of many clean straight lines and traditional rectangular furniture, the addition of
a blob mirror creates a compelling focal point. “They can be visually striking modern additions to
minimalist spaces,” design strategist, Lindsay Tan, said. “Their organic form contrasts and
complements the clean lines and simple forms.”

While contrasting based on the shape of your furniture is a great start, you can add even more depth
by contrasting with materials. These mirrors are typically sleek and glossy, so consider putting them in
an area with a lot of textures and materials such as rough wood or rugged fabrics.

3. Blend It in with Natural Elements

Another strategy is blending the mirror in with other natural and organic elements. Because organic
design typically pulls from nature, decorate the area around your mirror with natural elements like
wooden furniture and house plants. A blob mirror also works well around other rounded pieces of
furniture.

For an easy look, interior designer Molly McGinness recommends putting the mirror in an entryway
above a console and placing a vase of flowers in front of the mirror for that natural element. She also
recommends avoiding symmetry when styling organically in order to “create a blanace of the object
sizes and shapes. “With an organic shape, | wouldn’t force the formality of centering it between two
sconces or trying to have any sort of symmetry,” McGinness said.

4. Experiment With Different Shapes, Colors and Frames

The look of a blob mirror isn’t limited to the sleek and frameless version that we see most often. Blob
mirrors come in many different styles and can either blend into the existing decor or add an additional
texture to the room. For instance, add a gold or copper frame to an elongated mirror for a more
opulent look but choose a shorter curvier mirror for an extra playful look.

If your aesthetic is more rustic, or farmhouse-style, Ben Gold, the founder of Recommended Home
Buyers, suggests you opt for a mirror with a distressed frame or reclaimed wood accents. “This blend
of organic design and rustic elements creates a charming, cozy ambiance that fits seamlessly into
country-inspired decor,” Gold told Forbes Home.

5. Play With Reflections

It might seem obvious but it’s easy to forget that the main feature of a blob mirror isn’t its shape or
frame but its reflective surface. Placing a blob mirror in front of a window or light can make the room
seem bigger and cause the light to bounce around.

Also, consider the other decorative elements in your home. “A blob mirror can create an unexpected
and distorted view of a beautiful chandelier, a piece of art or an outdoor view, making that reflection
a part of the decor,” said Kehoe.

6. Create a Gallery Wall

Making a gallery wall by combining three or more blob mirrors into a cluster can offer a chic spin on a
long-beloved design style.

If you want to exude a more relaxed aesthetic, you can add some eclectic wall decor to the mix like
macrame wall hangings, rich textiles and other pieces made from natural materials such as wood and
stone. The combination of mirrors and wall art will add warmth and creativity to the room.




BONUS: Stay Safe

Take extra care to make sure the mirror is secured to the wall by using the proper fixtures and
fastenings. Blob mirrors, with their unique shape, have different balance points from traditional
rectangular or circular mirrors, so they require extra attention. The last thing you’d want is for your
beautiful new mirror to fall on an admiring guest.

6. How To Clean Glass With A Microfiber Cloth

Glass surfaces, be it windows and mirrors, are prone to damage during cleaning. People often leave
scratches and even streaks behind when tackling dust, dirt, and stubborn stains from glass. This is
because of using abrasive cleaning tools and harsh products.

Instead of using brushes and newspapers for glass cleaning, include microfiber cloths in your caddy. It
is one of the most reliable tools to help clean and polish your mirrors, window glass screen and
eyeglasses.

Many vacate cleaning Perth experts have been using microfiber cloths for multiple purposes- dusting,
wiping down delicate surfaces, tackling spills, absorbing moisture from carpets and much more.

So, here is a complete guide on cleaning glass surfaces with a microfiber cloth. It can help you achieve
streak-free cleaning results without causing any damage.

Let’s Get Started!
Why Microfiber Cloths Are Perfect For Cleaning Glass Surfaces?

Microfiber cloths are made up of fine fibres, including polyester and nylon. These ultra-thin cloths are
thinner than human hair and offer high absorbency when cleaning surfaces. The extra soft fabric glides




smoothly on glass surfaces- leaving no scratches behind. You can use it dry or damp, depending on
your specific requirements. Here are key reasons why it is perfect for delicate surfaces like glass:

Removes Even Microscopic Dust With Perfection

These are made up of tiny fibres, making it super effective to tackle accumulated dust particles, dirt
and allergens from the glass surface. You can wipe down your windows and mirrors using a dry cloth
and get rid of loose debris and dust. It can help you prevent your family from respiratory diseases and
allergies.

Prevents Scratches And Other Damage

The soft fibres of microfiber cloth enable you to clean even the stubborn stains and grime from your
mirrors, windows and other glass surfaces without leaving scratches behind. For effective results,
dampen the cloth, squeeze out excess water and wipe down the delicate area.

Leaves No Streaks Behind

Microfiber cloths are lint-free, perfect for polishing window glasses and mirrors. You can clean the
surface, and it won’t leave streaks behind. You can also easily clean the TV screen, laptops, wooden
surfaces and dining table. It can also be used to clean skirting boards, ceiling fans and walls in a breeze.
In comparison, standard cloths like the ones made from cotton will likely shed lint when you use them.
This will reduce the effectiveness of your cleaning process, and you will be required to handle lint
adequately.

They Are Super Absorbent

These cloths help attract moisture and hold up to 8 times their weight in water. This versatile tool lets
you easily absorb spills, splatters and soap residue from the surface. Microfibre is known to have ultra-
fine fibres, which is why the cloths have great absorbent capability. It also permits the microfibre cloth
to hold more liquid than the standard cloth. A feature like this makes way for an easier cleaning. It
fosters fast drying and decreases the chances of streaks. On the other hand, standard cloths like paper
towels or cotton won’t have an absorbent power like microfibre. It might lead to excessive moisture
on the surface, making way for streaks. Also, drying will be a time-consuming process.

Minimises The Need For Chemical Cleaners

Believe it or not! These cleaning tools have great properties for fetching dust and absorbing stains,
reducing the requirement for store-bought cleaners. You can use warm water, white vinegar and
dishwashing soap solution to break down stains and wipe down the surface for sparkling results. If you
want to impress your fussy property manager before the final move out, book professionals for an
affordable vacate cleaning Perth and get the bond back.

How To Clean Glass With A Microfiber Cloth?

You don’t need fancy tools or products to keep your mirrors, windows and other glass surfaces clean
and shiny. This can help you refresh your home using affordable tools. Here is a step-by-step guide to
achieving desired outcomes

Wipe Down To Remove Loose Dirt

Whether cleaning your windows, glass light fittings or mirrors, start the process by tackling loose dirt
and debris. This also includes insect marks, dirt particles, pollen and other allergens. Take a dry cloth
and wipe down the surface. Clean every nook and cranny using your hands gently.




Prepare A DIY Cleaning Solution

You can dampen the cloth in cold water to remove fingerprints and light dirt from the glass. Mix white
vinegar, mild dish soap, and warm water in a spray bottle for stubborn stains and grime. You can
directly spray on the glass surface or dampen your microfiber cloth. This DIY solution works wonder in
cleaning household appliances, such as dishwasher, refrigerator, stove, etc.

Wipe The Glass Surface In One Direction

Here is a quick guide to wiping down your glass surface like a pro:

Fold the microfiber cloth in half and fold it again to create a square pad.
Start from the top of the surface (be it mirror or window glass).

Wipe the stains and grime in one direction.

Make your way down to prevent streaks

Repeat the process if required.

Tip: Do not move it in a circular motion.

Rinse The Cloth

As the cloth traps stains and dirt, rinse it out using clean water. Make sure you wring it off well and
wipe the surface again if you see residue behind. You can also spray white vinegar solution as it can
help break down stubborn stains quickly and easily. Wipe down using the same technique to avoid
streaks.




Buff Dry The Surface

In the final step, use a clean microfiber cloth to buff dry the glass surface. This is an important step to
avoid nasty water spots. So, wipe down the surface in one direction and leave your windows, mirrors
and other glass surfaces streak-free and shiny. The best part about this tool is that they are reusable.
You can wash them in hot, soapy water after every use. Isn’t it affordable and sustainable? However,
if you are moving out of a rental property at the end of your lease, book experts for a quality vacate
cleaning Perth and claim your full bond back without getting into any dispute.

Cleaning glass surfaces become super easy with microfiber cloths. It is a great tool that can be used
dry and wet to remove dust, dirt, stains, and grime from windows, mirrors and other glass surfaces. It
can help you achieve streak-free results without leaving scratches behind.

7. Conclusion

Incorporating mirrors into your living space can significantly enhance both its aesthetic appeal and
functionality. From creating the illusion of more space to reflecting natural light and adding elegant
touches, mirrors offer numerous benefits in interior design. By following the tips and strategies
outlined in this guide, you can make informed decisions on the placement and style of mirrors to best
suit your home. Whether you aim to brighten up a dark room, make a small space feel larger, or simply
add a decorative element, mirrors are a versatile and effective tool for transforming your living space
in Perth.
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