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Why Online Grocery Shopping is Preferable than
Traditional Shopping?

The market of grocery has evolving for many years and the manner of shopping for food
has changed quite significantly over the past decade. Due to the unleashed
advancement in technology, the practice of buying groceries from online stores has
been adopted as a norm rather than a practice.

However, there few questions that one would wish to know, why is this change occurring
and what makes online grocery shopping attractive? It is therefore very important to
acquaint ourselves with the many potentially advantageous facets of the endeavour that
will assist in making an informed decision and improve our shopping.

Convenience at Your Fingertips

Another great advantage of purchasing groceries online is the freedom of time and
place — consumers can make purchases using their electronic devices, including
smartphones, tablets, and computers regardless of the time of the day or day of the
week.

This means you can buy your groceries without having to leave the comfort of your
home, while on a lunch break at your workplace or very late in the night after other
physical grocery online stores have closed down.

Here is no more hurry to get to the store before it closes or struggling with numerous
shoppers on weekends. All the stores, all the items you are shopping for, are now
available online and hence you do not need to move around just to get to where you
want to buy from.

Time-Saving Benefits

e This is true, and perhaps, time is more precious than any of the other needed
necessities of life, especially in the current world where everything is rushed
online grocery shopping saves it.



e Online shopping eliminates the time distance running to and from the store,
walking through different aisles in a store hunting for products of your choice,
waiting in a long check-out line and time taken to load groceries onto the boot of
one's car.

e Quick navigation through the website enables viewers to add items of interest to
the cart, view and even purchase the products in less than 10 minutes.

e This extra time means you can do other more important chores that you could
not do earlier or even rest if you wish to.

Wide Variety of Products

Interestingly, grocery online stores that are located online tend to offer customers a
much more extensive range of products to choose from in contrast to physical stores.

This extends to not only fresh produce such as fruits, vegetables, dairy items and
grocery online products but also designer foods and other produce that may be limited
in the country of destination.

If you need certain almonds of Italian olive oil or you want to buy gluten-free corn tortilla
chips that have been certified organic then invariably you will be able to find what you
are looking for on the internet.

Better Price Comparisons

When performing the price comparison in physical stores it can be sometimes a
time-consuming exercise that entails one moving from one store to another or scanning
shelves with a lookout for a better deal.

What once could take a lot of time and gas money is eliminated with online grocery
shopping, which only requires several clicks to compare the prices of products in
various stores.

Another plus of shopping online is that most of the websites also provide you with
options that will enable you to bid for the prices or search for a cheaper version of the
product you want to buy.



Also, the online stores have several special offers, coupons, and membership services
which are also helpful in cases of cutting on the expenses that you have made on
groceries.

Personalized Shopping Experience

Perhaps, one of the most significant benefits of the kind of shopping being discussed
here is the flexibility of having the grocery shopping done in accordance to one’s
timeless and individual wants.

E-commerce retail optimized with enhancement algorithms and data analytics to help
guide your shopping choices according to your previous experiences, searches and
interests.

What it means is that you will get recommendations of products that you are likely to
find appealing, and you will also get notifications of product deals and any associated
promotions that you might find appealing.

One of the features is the ability to make shopping lists and even separate them for
different categories where it becomes quite convenient to repeat the order for the same
products or design the menu for the week.

Enhanced Product Information

In contrast to the traditional form of shopping where customers are exposed to limited
information about products they have intentions to buy, Online grocery shopping allows
a customer to access a lot of information regarding the product on sale.

Product descriptive information gives consumers useful information about the
ingredients, nutrients, and portion control among other relevant facts that may influence
a consumer to choose one product over the other.

Most of the online stores also provide posted customer reviews and ratings for each
product making it easier for you to know other buyers’ experiences. This makes
information free and easily available to the consumers and in turn, consumers can be
able to make informed decisions on the products to purchase.



Sustainability and Eco-Friendly Options

It is also worth stating that purchasing groceries online can be less detrimental to the
environment than is the case with the conventional manner of shopping.

A huge amount of money that is spent on delivery can be used to source groceries from
one location hence minimizing the emissions that are caused by the transportation of
groceries to various homes.

Further, a vast number of delivery services provide customers with sustainable
packaging opportunities like using recyclable or biodegradable materials, tins or
containers and the like which helps to decrease the negative impact on the
environment.

A few go to the extent of working with farmers and suppliers to ensure sustainable
production is practised while boosting the efforts of small farmers cutting across the
environment.

Flexible Delivery and Pickup Options

Another advantage of using online grocery stores is the convenient ways it provides
concerning the way the ordered products are delivered and/or picked up.

The delivery option is fairly standard in most online merchants and entails the selection
of a time slot for delivery to be completed with prompt delivery for emergencies or
scheduled delivery for ease.

Some include services that allow for same day delivery for those times that one would
need groceries as early as possible.

However, if you wish to pick up the groceries yourself; many retailers have started
developing curbside pickup services where shoppers can order their groceries online
and have them driven to their car to be picked up by the customer hence avoiding
contact with the virus.



Source and Availability of Fresh Produce

Purchasing from local food producers or local companies is relevant to modern
consumers, and groceries purchased online allow consumers to do just that.

Most online stores work with local growers, farmers markets and small traders; thus
customers have a great choice of locally grown and certified organic food.

This not only benefits the local producers and local farmers in a way but also
guarantees that at least the groceries being brought to your door are fresh, hygienically
sourced and healthy for intake.

Conclusion

In Conclusion, online grocery shopping has numerous benefits that clearly explain why
people prefer this type of grocery shopping over other methods. There is no doubt that
all these factors like convenience, time-saving, access to a larger pool of cars to choose
from, better pricing, and safer and cleaner cars are beneficial.

Being an emergent industry, as current technologies progress on the part of internet
retailers, online grocery buying will only be getting even more efficient, flexible as well
as accessible in the future. Hence, by adopting this mode of shopping, consumers stand
to benefit in terms of convenience, time, cost and effort all of which will be a plus to the
consumers.



