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Abstract

Understanding your rental agreement is crucial for a smooth renting experience. This guide
outlines key clauses you need to know to navigate your lease with confidence. Learn about rent
and payment terms, lease duration, security deposits, maintenance responsibilities, and utilities.
By familiarizing yourself with these important aspects, you can avoid common pitfalls and
ensure your rights and obligations are clear.

Whether you are a first-time renter or experienced tenant, this guide provides the essential
knowledge to help you fully understand your rental agreement and maintain a positive
relationship with your landlord.

1. Introduction

Renting a home or apartment is a significant commitment, and understanding your rental
agreement is crucial to ensuring a smooth and hassle-free experience. A rental agreement, or
lease, is a legally binding document that outlines the terms and conditions of your tenancy.

Rent and payment terms specify how much rent you need to pay, when it is due, and any
penalties for late payment. The lease duration clause tells you the length of your tenancy and
whether you have the option to renew. Security deposit details explain how much you need to
deposit, the conditions for its return, and any deductions.

Whether you are a first-time renter or have prior experience, this guide will help you navigate
your rental agreement with confidence. By understanding these essential clauses, you can
ensure a positive and transparent relationship with your landlord, making your renting
experience as smooth as possible.

2. How Long is the Lease Term, and What are the Options for
Renewal or Termination?

A lease term is a duration of time set out in the lease that designates the minimum amount of
time you're expected to remain in the same rental unit.

Lease terms can be renewed after the full term is complete, however, there's usually a penalty
for terminating a lease before the completion of the full term.

How long is the average lease term?

Lease terms can vary, but there are a few common parameters that you'll find universally. The
most common lease terms are for one year or two years. Some short term leases are usually
three-month or six-month terms. Additionally, month-to-month leases are rather common,
especially following a completed long-term lease.



Are there leases without term commitments?

A month-to-month lease is the closest to a "no commitment" lease you'll be able to find rather
easily.

A month-to-month lease is renewed every month, meaning that you have the opportunity to end
the lease with no more than a 30-day notice at any given time.

Should you sign a long-term lease or a short-term lease?

With so many options of lease terms, it can be difficult to know exactly what is best. Here are
some of the benefits of each.

Pros of singing a long-term lease

e Monthly rent is generally cheaper
e You have a guaranteed place to live for longer
Pros of signing a short-term lease
e More freedom to move
e Flexibility to change lease conditions as your life changes

Can you break a lease term?

Lease terms are written into the lease, which is a contractual agreement. Therefore, without
direct consent from the issuer of the lease — most likely the property owner — you can't break a
lease term. There's nearly always an associated lease penalty fee for breaking a lease term.

3. What are the Important Clauses of a Rental Agreement?

Renting a property entails a myriad of responsibilities and commitments, and a comprehensive
rent agreement acts as the cornerstone of this landlord-tenant relationship.



In this extensive guide, we delve into the pivotal clauses that constitute a rent agreement,
explaining the responsibilities of renters and landlords, dispute resolution clauses, rent
calculation methods, contract duration, and termination conditions.

What Does the Agreement State About Basic Principles?

When entering into a rental agreement for an apartment or house in India, it's crucial to
comprehend key clauses that dictate the dynamics of the arrangement. Here are four pivotal
clauses that demand attention:

Timely Rent Payment
The agreement typically mandates that rent is due on the first of every month, underscoring the
importance of adhering to a specific payment schedule.

Landlord’s Eviction Rights
The landlord reserves the right to evict the tenant without warning and for any reason. This
clause underscores the need for tenants to understand the terms governing their tenancy.

Property Sale or Redevelopment

Tenants must vacate the premises if the landlord decides to sell or redevelop the property. This
clause highlights the transient nature of tenancy and the potential impact of property-related
decisions by the landlord.

Liability for Property Damage

Tenants bear responsibility for all damages to the property, including those caused by their
guests. Understanding and complying with this clause is crucial to maintaining a positive
landlord-tenant relationship.

What Does the Agreement State About Your Responsibilities and
Duties?

The rental agreement serves as a legally binding document that outlines the terms and
conditions governing the relationship between a landlord and a tenant. Within this agreement,
there are specific clauses that delineate the responsibilities and duties of the tenant.
Understanding these obligations is essential for fostering a positive landlord-tenant relationship
and ensuring compliance with the terms of the lease. Here’s an outline of what the rental
agreement typically states regarding the tenant’s responsibilities and duties:

Payment of Rent

The foremost responsibility of the tenant is the timely payment of rent. The rental agreement
specifies the due date, the agreed-upon amount, and the acceptable modes of payment. Failure
to adhere to these terms may result in penalties or eviction.

Property Maintenance



Tenants are generally obligated to maintain the rented property in good condition. This includes
routine cleaning, upkeep of the premises, and promptly reporting any damages or issues to the
landlord. The agreement may specify the tenant’s responsibilities in terms of yard maintenance,
pest control, and other aspects.

Compliance with Rules and Regulations

The rental agreement may incorporate specific rules and regulations governing the use of the
property. This could include restrictions on subletting, conducting business activities, or making
alterations to the premises without prior consent. Tenants are expected to comply with these
stipulations.

Utilities and Bills
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Tenants are typically responsible for the payment of utility bills, such as electricity, water, gas,
and other services not covered by the landlord. The agreement may outline the specific utilities
for which the tenant is liable and the process for transferring accounts.

Respect for Neighbors and Property

The rental agreement often includes clauses emphasizing respectful behavior towards
neighbors and maintaining a peaceful environment. Tenants are expected to refrain from
engaging in activities that may disturb neighbors or cause damage to the property.

Notification of Repairs and Issues

Tenants are generally required to promptly inform the landlord about any necessary repairs or
issues with the property. This ensures that maintenance concerns are addressed promptly,
preventing the escalation of problems.

Return of Property in Good Condition

At the end of the lease term, tenants are typically expected to return the property in the same
condition as when they moved in, accounting for reasonable wear and tear. Failure to do so may
result in deductions from the security deposit.



What Are the Common Clauses and Why These Might Be Important?

e Rent: This is often the most important clause in a rental agreement. The rent should be
specified in advance and consistent with the property’s location. If the rent increases
unexpectedly, the tenant has the right to negotiate a new rent with the landlord.

e Security Deposit: This is usually a percentage of the tenant’s rent as security for
damages that may be done to the property during their tenancy. The landlord must give
the tenant a receipt for the security deposit and return it to them within a certain time
after they have moved out.

e Rent Term: This is the length of time the tenant has rights to use the property according
to the terms of the rent agreement. The rent term can be anywhere from one month to
twelve months.

e Eviction: The tenant cannot be evicted without first giving notice and having a court
order: approving eviction.

Ending a Rent Term Early

If you want to end your rent early, there are a few important clauses to be aware of. The most
important is the clause regarding rent payments. If you leave before the rent is up, the landlord
can charge you for any remaining months of the rent and any damage to the property.

4. When and How Should Rent Payments be Made, and What
are the Consequences of Late Payments or Non-Payment?

Renting a house is considered affordable and financially comfortable for many people who can’t
afford to purchase their homes. However, some disadvantages come with renting as well. One
of the risks is eviction without a notice or non-payment of rent on time.

A landlord first serves a notice for eviction, but sometimes non-payment of the rent on time
could become a ground for eviction. So, it's crucial to be cautious while choosing the mode of
rental payment to avoid eviction without a notice from a landlord. Let’s check out ways to pay
the rent to avoid eviction without a notice.

Avoid Paying Cash

Always try to pay rent through non-cash modes such as by account payee cheque, credit card,
debit card, UPI, or online transfers, i.e., IMPS, NEFT, etc. When you pay rent through the
non-cash channel, the transaction is immediately recorded, and you can keep it with you as a
proof of the rent payment. Thus, the landlord won'’t be able to evict you from your property
because of non-payment of the rent. For example, if you have paid through an account payee
cheque, your bank account statement will reflect the landlord’s name, date, and amount.



Similarly, an account statement can be helpful when you pay through a credit card or digital
payment.

In some cases, after accepting the cheque, the landlord may intentionally modify the original
signf/amount so that it is rejected/bounced by the bank, and later he can make it a ground for
eviction. If you are giving the cheque, don't forget to take its photocopy and get it acknowledged
by the landlord for your records.

Paying Cash? Do This!

In some cases, tenants don’t have the facility to make an online payment or don’t have a
cheque to pay the rent, so they are left with the only option of paying the rent in cash.
Sometimes, the landlords are not ready to accept the non-cash payment.

A rent payment in cash makes it difficult for the tenant to record the transaction. In such cases,
the tenant should ask the landlord to give the rent slip immediately. If the landlord is ready to
provide his bank account detail, you can deposit the cash in his account and keep the deposit
slip in your records along with the rent slip.

Pay Rent In Advance
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There is no harm in paying the rent a few days or weeks before the due date. It can help you
avoid eviction on the ground of non-payment of the rent. Get an acknowledgement from the
landlord after making an advance rent payment. Avoid making a payment to the landlord from
the account of someone other than one who has entered into an agreement with the property
owner.

Avoid Delayed Payments

It's always better to avoid delaying the rent payment and giving a chance to the landlord to evict
you. You can habitually set up a reminder on your mobile phone to avoid missing the last date to



make the rent payment. To avoid a liquidity crunch at the last moment, you can save money for
the rent in advance, i.e., as soon as you get the salary. You can also use your investments like
FDs and life insurance schemes to create an overdraft facility to avoid a liquidity crunch at the
time of rent payment.

Adhil Shetty, CEO, Bankbazaar.com, says, “It's important to make sure that your rent payments
are made on time and in full. Before you pay your rent, make sure you create a budget for all
your expenses, including rent. This will help you prioritise your spending and ensure that you
have enough money to cover your rent payment.”

Take Good Care of Property

Apart from untimely rent payments, the landlord can also evict you if you damage his property,
use it for illegal activities, or make changes in its structure without informing him. So, it would be
best to take good care of the rented property. It's always better to communicate with your
landlord to sort out all issues without a dispute and with a mutual understanding.

These are some tips that can help you develop a good understanding with your landlord and
help you set up a healthy financial relationship to avoid eviction without a notice.

5. What is the Amount of the Security Deposit, How is it
Refunded, and What Deductions are Permitted?

In addition to monthly rent, a rented home needs a security deposit to be given to the landlord.
This is done in case there are any unplanned expenses such as damages to the property that
has been made by the tenant. This one-time deposit is meant to be returned at the end of the

rental period, provided all the terms and conditions in the agreement have been followed.

If you are looking to rent out the property, the thought of putting down a large sum of money as
a security deposit can be quite daunting — it's usually a sum of 2 to 6 months of rent. However,
understanding the terms and conditions associated with a security deposit and its refund
clauses can help ensure that you don’t lose out on your hard-earned money. In this article, we’ll
go over all you need to know about security deposits and refund clauses so you can rent out
your new home with confidence.

What is a security deposit?

A security deposit is a sum of money that is paid by the tenant to the landlord of the property
that is being rented out. This amount is usually quite a large sum, ranging from 2 to 3 months of
rent to a year’s worth of rent. The security deposit is given to the landlord when the tenant
moves into the property. It is held with the landlord during the lease tenure and returned to the
tenant when the lease is over.



The main use of the security deposit is to protect the landlord against losses that the tenant can
cause. The security deposit money is important to guard against unexpected occurrences that
could arise during the lease period. For example, if the tenant wants to vacate the property
earlier than the decided-upon lock-in period, the landlord could deduct a portion of the security
deposit for them, defaulting on the rental agreement. The justification for this is that the landlord
could have to pay a broker’s fee before the expected time to find a new tenant and therefore is
also at risk of losing money. Another example where the landlord could keep a portion or all of
the security deposit is if the tenant has caused serious damage to the property or if they do not
pay the rent. The security deposit is this used toward repairs of the property or to make up for
the lost rent.

When does the security deposit need to be paid?

The security should be paid to the landlord by the tenant in advance. According to the Model
Tenancy Act, 2021, the security deposit cannot go above two months of rent for residential
properties and over six months of rent for non-residential properties. The security deposit is not
taxable. The security deposit will have to be paid back to the tenant within a stated period after
the landlord has inspected the property and the tenant has vacated the property.

When can costs be deducted from a security deposit?

Costs that have occurred due to repair for the damage caused by the tenant (for example,
drilled holes in the walls, broken glass from windows and any damage due to carelessness or
neglect) can be deducted from the security deposit by the landlord.

Costs relating to the wear and tear of the property, such as peeling paint or worn-out cabinet
hinges and doors, cannot be deducted from the security deposit.



Current trends in top cities

The amount of security deposit asked by the landlord in order for tenants to rent out their
properties varies in India from state to state. Most landlords in metropolitan cities will decide on
their security deposits based on the cost of living in that city, the locality that their property is in
and the area and quality of the property. So properties that have a high value because of these
factors will most likely have a high security deposit.

Demand and supply for rental homes and spaces also play a huge role in how much is expected
by landlords for a security deposit. When rental properties are in high demand and there are not
many properties available, landlords can ask for high rents and security deposits.

The economics of a city, for example, how much people are earning there, also has an implant
on the rents and security deposits asked for. In bigger cosmopolitan cities, where monthly
earnings are on the higher side, rents too will be higher, especially in the city centers. Security
deposits, which are usually a number of months’ worth or rents, will naturally go up as well.
Take Bangalore as an example. Landlords in this city ask for up to one year’s worth of rent as a
security deposit. This is because the demand for good rental accommodation is high and most
renters have good salaries and more to spend monthly.

There is a huge disparity in security deposit amounts from state to state, and even city to city, in
India. It is expected to smoothen out when Model Tenancy Act gets implemented throughout the
country.

Refund of security deposits and other things to remember

Security deposits are there to protect the landlord’s interest in case the property gets damaged
by the tenant or the tenant does not pay rent. According to The Model Tenancy Act, the landlord
is permitted to deduct costs for repairs as well as rent arrears from the security deposit given by
the tenant to them. The landlord will have to pay back the remaining deposit when the lease
expires and the tenant has vacated the property.

According to the The Model Tenancy Act, it is the landlord’s responsibility to tend to structural
repairs, whitewashing, external electrical wiring, and other maintenance-related issues of the
property. This is if no clause for these has been stated in the rent agreement.

It is the tenant’s responsiblility to see to the day-to-day maintenance of the property. These
responsibilities include cleaning of the drains, repairs regarding switches and sockets, kitchen
fixtures and glass of windows, doors, etc. The garden areas and open spaces of the property
will also have to be maintained and the general wear and tear in the house needs to be taken
care of by the tenant.



The Model Tenancy Act and security deposits

In June 2021, the Union Cabinet approved the Model Tenancy Act 2021, which was to be
followed by states individually. This Act governs the rights and duties of both the tenant and the
landlord fairly. Here are some important points from the act.

It aims to equally and fairly take into account the rights of both the landlord and the
tenant. Previously, it was thought that the landlords rights were usually favored over the
tenant’s rights, especially with regards to recovery of the security deposit.

The Act promotes signing of a rental agreement by the owner of the property and the
tenant and that this contract should state all the conditions and clauses agreed upon by
both parties.

According to the Act, the tenant has to give a security deposit that is equal to rent of two
months for residential property. The security deposit amount should be equal to six
months’ rent if it is a commercial property.

It is the owner’s responsibility to arrange the whitewashing of walls, painting of doors
and windows, and repair structural damage to the property.

The landlord is allowed to adjust the security deposit amount when rent has not been
paid or intentional damage has been made to the property. The landlord should refund
the balance to the tenant when the property is being vacated.

If the tenant does not abide by the tenure that is stated in the agreement and does not

vacate, the landlord has the ability to double the monthly rent for the first two months.
The landlord can increase it to four times as much after the first two months. This is only
applicable when the landlord has followed all the conditions of the contract.



® All the terms and conditions should be clearly stated in the agreement to avoid any
dispute. In case of any dispute, the court can still be approached.

What are the limits on security deposits under Model Tenancy law?

Here is a summary of of limits on security deposits under the Model Tenancy Act:
® The security deposit should not exceed two months’ rent, in case of residential premises.

® The security deposit should not exceed six months’ rent, in case of non-residential
premises.

6. What are the Maintenance Responsibilities for the Tenant
and Landlord, and How Should Maintenance Issues be
Reported?

One of the perks of renting a home is the lighter burden of responsibility. Homeownership is not
only a larger financial commitment, it's more taxing than renting in many ways. Renters look
forward to knowing that if something goes wrong, the repair isn’t coming from their own
emergency fund.

But which maintenance and repairs is the landlord responsible for, and what are you as the
tenant expected to maintain? And what happens if either party fails to uphold the expectations?

What's Expected from Landlords

Why is it important to understand what your landlord is accountable for?
1. So you can protect your rights as a tenant.
2. So you can understand where their responsibility ends and yours begins.



It is the landlord's legal responsibility to maintain a habitable living environment. Habitable
means access to running water, electricity, working heater, is structurally sound and free of
infestation. It's called an implied warranty of habitability.

According to Nolo, in most locations, landlords must:

e Keep basic structural elements of the building, including floors, stairs, walls, and roofs,
safe and intact.

e Maintain all common areas, such as hallways and stairways, in a safe and clean
condition.

e Keep electrical, plumbing, sanitary, heating, ventilating, and air-conditioning systems and
elevators operating safely.
Supply cold and hot water and heat in reasonable amounts at reasonable times.
Manage known environmental hazards such as lead paint dust and asbestos so that
they don’t pose a significant danger.

e In most states, provide rental property that is reasonably safe from the threat of
foreseeable criminal intrusions, and

e Exterminate infestations of rodents and other vermin. In virtually every state, these rights
are yours, no matter what the landlord has asked you to sign or agree to. In other words,
the landlord cannot shrug off these responsibilities in a “disclaimer” when the tenancy
begins. And your landlord can’t effectively ask you to waive your right to them. (Any
so-called waiver will not be upheld by a court.)

What's Expected from Tenants

While the landlord must create and uphold reasonable living conditions, they’re not solely liable
for the state of the property while you're residing in it. As the tenant living in the home day in and
day out, you assume responsibility for some maintenance and repair tasks.

Think of it like this: the landlord isn’t your housekeeper, they are the property owner. And as the
owner of a substantial financial investment, their expectations of you are simple — care for the
property as if it were your own. Respect the space, clean up after yourself, call if there’s
something wrong.

Keep your rental unit as clean and safe as the condition of the premises permits.
Dispose of garbage, rubbish, and other waste in a clean and safe manner.

Keep plumbing fixtures as clean as their condition permits.

Use electrical, plumbing, sanitary, heating, ventilating, air-conditioning, and other
facilities and other systems, including elevators, properly.

Fix things you break or damage.

In many states, notify the landlord promptly of defective or dangerous conditions on the
property.



The Variability of Tenant Maintenance Expectations

Here’s where things get a little murky. Not only does the specificity of the laws vary from state to
state, but landlords (within the law) can create expectations of you. Where the law is generic

regarding maintenance tasks, the landlords can get into the nitty-gritty with lists that define your
responsibility. The kicker? Not all landlords expect the same thing.

From some research and questions answered by military landlords, we know that there’s a wide
spectrum we’re working with.

| asked a group of landlords the question: Which maintenance tasks do you expect your tenants
to handle? Here are their answers:

Jessica: "For our rental properties, our tenants must maintain the lawn— that's the biggest thing.
I guess I'd also say change light bulbs and the air filter. Everything else goes through our
property manager. We communicate with them if it requires us to, usually for more expensive
fixes."

Alejandra: "Lawn, air filter, fridge filter, light bulbs. We take care of major landscaping when
necessary, pest control, power washing, and yearly A/C maintenance."

Some landlords share manuals with month-to-month maintenance checklists for their tenants to
follow. One shared an example from their January guide:

Change air filters.
Lubricate moving parts of the garage door with specific garage door spray: hinges,
rollers, frame, bearings.

e Test garage door reverse feature: put 2x4 on the ground and try closing the door, it
should pop back open.
Listen to verify the radon mitigation system is running.
Clean range hood filter, as needed.



Clean garbage disposal with vinegar ice cubes.

Test water heater pressure release valve: to test the valve to ensure that it's working
properly, simply raise and lower the test lever several times so it lifts the brass stem that
it's fastened to. Hot water should rush out of the end of the drainpipe, so have a bowl
and towel set up. If no water flows through the pipe or you get just a trickle, call the
landlord.

Vacuum clean the refrigerator coils.

Check caulking and grout around showers, tubs, toilets, repair as needed.

Common Maintenance Tasks for Tenants

Landlords simply want one thing when they trust you with their investment: that you treat the
property like it's your own. And if you don’t typically take good care of your things, then maybe
better than your own!
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But following an idea alone isn’t enough, so landlords spell it out for their tenants. And as we
previously discussed, the spectrum of what landlords require from their tenants is wide, but the
most common tasks landlords expect fall under this maintain the premises checklist.

e Follow HOA rules. Respect quiet hours, keep the yard clutter-free, and park in
designated areas.

e Keep the home clean. The space doesn’t need to sparkle every minute of every day, but
it should be free of excessive clutter, mold, and pests to ensure that the home remains
safe and habitable.

e Dispose of garbage. Keep trash, pet droppings, and leftover food in check by sticking to
the weekly trash schedule.

e Fix any damage you cause (but always communicate with your landlord). If you break a
window, damage the carpet, or clog a drain, call your landlord. Even if it's damage you



caused and will pay to replace, your landlord needs to know what happened and
organize (or permit you to) the repair.

e Replace burned-out light bulbs. Do most landlords want you to call them if your kitchen
light went out? No. But some might. Most will expect you to head to the store and
replace it with an identical bulb. However, while you handle it, it’s still a good idea to let
them know, because many high-efficiency light bulbs come with warranties and they
might be eligible for a free replacement.

e Maintain the yard and landscaping. While it’s unlikely that your landlord will want you to
replace dead flowers, they’ll expect you to maintain what'’s there. This means watering,
trimming, and mowing the lawn.

While this is a general checklist, your lease will provide greater detail of your responsibilities and
what your landlord expects of you. Be careful not to assume, but rather communicate with them
if you’re ever uncertain.
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What Happens if the Tenant Fails to Uphold the Standards?

While the worst-case scenario for you as a tenant is an unresponsive landlord, the worst case
for any homeowner is a reckless tenant. So, let’s say that you fail to follow the expectations
detailed in your lease...what happens?

This scenario is called a breach of lease. And landlords have a few options: they can either sue,
evict, or both.

“A landlord can sue a tenant if the tenant has caused damage to the property. Again, [they] can
start by deducting the amount of damage from the security deposit. If the security deposit does



not cover the amount of damage done, [they] can take your tenant to court to hopefully get the
rest of the money [they] are owed.” -Erin Eberlin, 12 Times a Landlord Can Sue a Tenant

If the landlord chooses to seek eviction, there is a state-regulated process to follow. State laws
vary on the allotted timeline, but the steps are typically as follows:

1. Notice of violation. The landlord must give you notice (most often 30 days) before filing a
formal complaint of a breach of lease.

2. If you fail to leave within the 30-day window, they can file the complaint.

3. The court summons you.
There’s certainly not a one-size-fits-all with renting. But with so many factors like the
personalities of different landlords and varying state laws, you can't assume what'’s expected of
you as a tenant. The best thing to do is know your tenant's rights, understand your lease, and
keep the line of communication open with your landlord. And, if you need legal advice, consult a
professional.

7. What are the Essential Cleaning Tasks to be Completed
before the end of the lease to ensure the return of the full
bond deposit?

Ensuring you get your full bond deposit back at the end of your lease requires thorough cleaning
of the rental property. Start with general cleaning by dusting and wiping down all surfaces,
including countertops, shelves, and baseboards, and cleaning light fixtures, switches, and door
handles. Vacuum carpets and mop hardwood, tile, and laminate floors, considering professional
carpet cleaning if needed. Clean all windows inside and out, including tracks and sills, and wipe
down doors and frames. Remove scuff marks, stains, and fingerprints from walls, and patch and
paint minor holes if necessary.

In the kitchen, clean all appliances, including the oven, stove, refrigerator, and microwave, and
wipe down cabinets, drawers, and countertops. In the bathroom, scrub the toilet, shower,
bathtub, and sinks, clean tiles and grout, and polish mirrors and fixtures.

End Of Lease Cleaning Guide: How To Get Your Full Bond Back

End of lease cleaning is one of the biggest tasks when moving out of a rental property. It
involves deep cleaning the house or apartment to bring it back to its original condition. The
intensive cleaning process ensures the tenants get their bond back without any cuts or disputes
after the landlord or property manager inspects the house. Losing the bond during relocation
can financially drain the tenants because the process is quite expensive. Thus, they hire end of
lease cleaning Canberra professionals to stay safe. Alternatively, if they plan to do it
themselves, here is an end of lease cleaning guide that can help get the bond back in full. The



step-by-step process helps plan and prepare for an impressive clean-up that can please the
fussiest landlords.

A Comprehensive End Of Lease Cleaning Guide

Tenants are expected to leave the property in the same condition as it was at the time of
leasing. They need not worry about fair wear and tear, which is a part of the tenancy. However,
they need to clean every room effectively to make it neat, hygienic and ready for the next tenant.
It ensures that their rental bond stays intact and is released at the end of the tenancy. If the
landlord is dissatisfied with the cleaning effort, they can withhold a part of the bond or the entire
amount. Let us look at steps that can help get the bond back.

1. Prepare For End Of Lease Cleaning

If you are not hiring professionals, you need to make a plan for the process. Moving comes with
many responsibilities, like packing everything in the house, transporting your stuff, changing the
address in documents, disconnecting utilities, etc. So, create a to-do list and start deep cleaning
after the property is vacant to avoid missing the hard-to-reach surfaces. Find people who can
help in the clean-up because it is not easy to do it alone. Buy supplies like gloves, dusters,
squeegees, microfiber cloths, paper towels, baking soda, vinegar, etc. Hiring end of lease
cleaning Canberra experts gives you a respite from all this as they bring their supplies and
equipment.

2. Begin Cleaning From The Kitchen
Leaving the most challenging task for the last minute is a big mistake. Start with the area that
scares you the most, and it is often the kitchen. Daily cooking fills the space with grease, oll
droplets, brunt food particles, splatters, and stains. So, put on your gloves and start from the
top.

o Getrid of the cobwebs and dust above the cabinets.

o Clean the cabinets and drawers from inside and outside.




Remove the dirt and stains from the countertops and empty the garbage bins.
Degrease the oven, BBQ and microwave with organic products.

Clean the drains, sink, garbage disposal and faucets.

Get rid of the grunge and dirt from the range hood and cooktop.

Clean the dishwasher, windows, tiles and walls.
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3. The Perfect Bathroom Cleaning Checklist
Dirty bathrooms are the biggest reason for deductions in the bond. You can opt for budget end
of lease cleaning in Canberra to save this money. Otherwise, follow the list below.
o Remove the dirt from the ceiling and wash the tiles.
Wipe the counters and remove soap scum from surfaces.
Sanitise and clean the toilet bowl and bathtub.
Wipe the basin, showerhead and faucets.
Remove the muck accumulated in the drains.
Clean the stains from the mirror, windows and shower glass.
Vacuum and mop the floor for a hygienic bathroom.
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4. Pay Attention To Carpet Cleaning
Carpets and rugs that are a part of the rented property need to be disinfected and cleaned
thoroughly to get the bond back in full. Simple vacuuming cannot get the desired results if you
have pets and kids at home. You must:

o Get rid of the stains on the floor coverings with natural cleaners.

o Sprinkle baking soda on the rugs and carpets and vacuum it the next day to remove bad

odour and germs
o Hire end of lease cleaning Canberra professionals for steam cleaning and deodorising.

5. Clean The Rooms Effectively
Clean the rooms one by one using the top-to-bottom approach for a smooth bond cleaning
process. Here is what you need to do:
o Get rid of dust and cobwebs from the ceiling and ceiling fans.
Wash the walls and clean the windows and their screens, blinds and tracks.
Wipe the light switches, fittings, doors, doorknobs and skirting boards.
Clean the cupboards, wardrobes and shelves to remove dirt.
Vacuum and mop the floors.

o O O O

6. Do Not Forget The Outdoor Area
The cleaning of the exterior of the rental property in Canberra is equally important when trying to
get the bond back. Here is how to tidy it up.

o Remove the dried leaves and plant debris from the garden and patio.

o Prune and trim the plants and mow the lawn for a neat look.

o Dust the patio furniture and wipe the outdoor light fittings.

o Vacuum the garage and remove the dust and cobwebs from the walls.



o Broom the walking path and mop the dirt away.

Wrapping Up

Taking advantage of professional end of lease cleaning in Canberra can help reduce the stress
of losing the bond. It also saves you from the exhaustive clean-up that can leave you tired and
pressed for time. However, if you wish to do it independently, follow the guide above.

Bottom Line

Understanding your rental agreement is essential for a smooth renting experience. By
familiarizing yourself with key clauses like rent and payment terms, lease duration, security
deposits, maintenance responsibilities, and utilities, you can avoid misunderstandings and
protect your rights. Whether you're a first-time renter or have prior experience, this guide equips
you with the knowledge needed to navigate your lease confidently. Clear comprehension of
these critical aspects ensures a positive relationship with your landlord and helps you meet your
obligations effectively, ultimately leading to a hassle-free tenancy and peace of mind.
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