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Deciphering PARS and 
PAPS: Streamlining Food 
Imports into Canada 

 

The process of importing into Canada, especially for food products, involves 

navigating myriad regulations and procedures. Understanding Pre-Arrival Review 

System (PARS) and Pre-Arrival Processing System (PAPS) is key for businesses 

seeking a smooth import experience. This guide provides an insightful look into 

these systems and how a customs broker from US to Canada can facilitate this 

process. 

Understanding PARS 

 PARS is designed to expedite the customs clearance process for goods entering 

Canada. Here’s how it works: 

• Pre-Arrival Submission: Importers or their agents submit cargo information to the 

Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) before arrival. 

• Efficient Clearance: This allows for faster processing and clearance of goods upon 

arrival, reducing wait times at the border. 

• Advanced Planning: Utilizing PARS allows for better planning and coordination, as 

importers can predict the arrival and clearance times more accurately. 

• Customs Compliance: It ensures compliance with Canadian customs regulations, as 

the CBSA reviews and pre-approves the cargo information, minimizing the risk of 

customs holds or penalties. 
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Diving into PAPS 

 PAPS, on the other hand, is the U.S. equivalent, streamlining imports from the US to 

Canada. 

• Shipment Identification: Each shipment is assigned a unique barcode, linked to the 

shipment’s documentation. 

• Real-Time Tracking: This system enables customs brokers to track the shipment’s 

clearance status in real-time. 

• Simplified Border Crossing: PAPS simplifies the border crossing process for U.S. 

exports to Canada, leading to fewer delays and faster delivery. 

• Enhanced Coordination with U.S. Exporters: PAPS facilitates better coordination 

between Canadian importers and U.S. exporters, aligning expectations and schedules 

for smoother trade transactions. 

How a Reliable Customs Brokerage Company Can Help 
You Import Food Products Seamlessly into Canada? 

 Employing the services of a customs brokerage company in Canada can significantly 

ease the import process: 

• Expert Guidance in Compliance: Customs brokers possess in-depth knowledge of 

Canadian food import regulations, including labeling requirements, permitted 

ingredients, and safety standards. This expertise is crucial for ensuring your products 

meet all legal criteria for entry. 

• Efficient Documentation Handling: A customs brokerage company efficiently 

manages the extensive documentation required for food imports, including health 

certificates, import permits, and certificates of origin. This meticulous management 

helps prevent costly errors and delays. 

• Liaison with Government Agencies: Customs brokers act as intermediaries between 

importers and various government agencies like the Canadian Food Inspection 

Agency (CFIA). They handle communications and negotiations, which can be 

particularly complex for food products. 

• Risk Management: They assess potential risks associated with importing specific food 

items and advise on how to mitigate them. This includes understanding and 

navigating tariffs, quotas, and potential trade issues. 

• Streamlining through Technology: Many customs brokerage companies utilize 

advanced technology for tracking shipments, submitting documentation 

electronically, and ensuring real-time updates. This technological edge can 

significantly speed up the import process. 

• Consultation on Trade Agreements: Knowledgeable customs brokers provide advice 

on how to leverage trade agreements between the U.S. and Canada. This can lead to 

significant cost savings and efficiency gains for importers. 

Harness Our Expertise for Your Import Needs 
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Discover the ease and efficiency of importing food products into Canada with us. Our 

seasoned customs brokerage team stands ready to navigate the intricacies of PARS 

and PAPS for you. Let us handle the complexities of compliance, documentation, and 

liaisons with government agencies, ensuring your imports move smoothly and swiftly 

across borders. 

 Take the first step towards hassle-free food imports. Reach out to us today! 
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