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Abstract

Over the years, furniture does go through lot of wear and tear. It does not
matter whether the furniture item in question is a sofa or a smaller item such
as a side table. Furniture requires regular maintenance and even, if you are
extremely careful, external factors such as humidity will take a toll. In this pdf,
we cover a range of maintenance techniques, depending on the material.

Getting Started

Here’s Everything You Need To Know About Furniture

Furniture is one of the most important things when it comes to keeping your
house functional and beautiful. Before you go ahead and buy furniture, you
first need to determine your needs. Knowing your furniture design
requirements and constraints will help you explore all possibilities with
regards to home décor. So, let’s begin by discussing everything about
furniture.

4+ Furniture material

When it comes to furniture material, there are several different types of
material used to make furniture. From wooden furniture to plastic, glass, and




recycled furniture design, you can easily find beautiful furniture and home
décor items for your home. Here is a list of different materials used for
furniture.

1. Wooden furniture

Wood furniture has been used for ages, and they continue to be one of the
most popular furniture materials even today. It is known for its strength and
can stay in proper condition for decades.

One of the most significant advantages of buying wooden furniture is its look
and appeal. The tones and grains of hardwood furniture can bring about
warmth and character to any home or room.

Wood furniture is available in three types - Solid wood, engineered wood, and
veneer wood.

Now, let’s talk about the different types of wood furniture design materials
used.

v Rosewood furniture:

Among the different types of furniture design that needs special mention is

rosewood furniture for home interiors. Extremely beautiful, this type of
furniture material can bring about an unmatched elegance to any space.




Known for its natural look and striking dark hue, rosewood gives the furniture
a well-polished look.

v' Teakwood furniture:

Teak wood is a popular choice when it comes to indoor and outdoor furniture
design. It is an excellent choice for home interiors due to its rich and classy
look. Teakwood is known for its superb durability and strength. It's also
effortless to clean and maintain. Due to the strength and low maintenance of
teakwood, it is high on quality and cost. It's also resistant to cracks and
expansion.

v" Cane furniture:

Cane furniture design has been around for ages and is now going through a
revival moment that's here to stay. Derived from the Rattan vine native to
Indonesia, it is used to make trendy and sturdy furniture. The cane material is
woven together tightly to create beautiful patterns and designs. Many people
are turning to cane furniture as its aesthetically pleasing and attractive.

v Bamboo Furniture:

Bamboo is another great furniture material used to make furniture design. It
is an eco-friendly material that grows at a faster rate. It’s also quite strong and
durable. Bamboo is a type of hardwood material that is resistant to moisture
and insects. Hence, this makes it the perfect candidate for outdoor furniture as
well.

v' Mahogany furniture:

Mahogany is a type of furniture material that is widely used all over the world.
It’s beautiful and gives a very decent look to any room. Mahogany wood is
solid, and lightweight, making it an excellent choice for office and home
interiors. The resilient material is perfect for shaping and twisting quickly. It’s
resistant to decaying and is very dense and compact.

2. Lightweight furniture




Another type of furniture design that's become very popular today is
lightweight furniture. Especially suitable if you’re renting or moving
frequently, one can move this type of furniture from one house to another.
Lightweight furniture is also ideal for small spaces since bulky and heavy
furniture pieces would take up a lot of space. Today, light furniture is made
with different types of material that are easy to lift and move around.

3. Plastic furniture

If your someone who has just spent a lot of money buying a new home or
doing your home interiors and wouldn’t like to spend more on your furniture
then going in for plastic furniture is a great option. Plastic furniture is less
expensive and maintenance-free. It’s as simple as bringing it home and setting
it up right away. Plastic furniture does not require any painting or polishing
like other furniture materials and is rust-free as well.

4. Glass furniture

If you're looking for a more spacious look when designing your home,
choosing glass furniture is the best option. It gives out an illusion of space as
the glass’s transparent feature doesn’t obstruct views, creating a visual effect
of being open and empty. Glass furniture can enhance any space’s look. It




comes with a high level of sophistication and elegance and looks fantastic
when set up in modern and contemporary homes. When glass furniture is put
together with other furniture types like wood or marble, your home interiors
can look luxurious and expensive.

5. Recycled furniture

For people who have turned eco-conscience and are looking to do something
for the environment, giving your home an eco-touch is the way to go. Choosing
energy-efficient solutions and recycled materials for families is always a great
option. Today, more and more people are opting for recycled materials for
home interiors and furniture design. Using recycled plastic materials and
recycling old wooden furniture is gaining a lot of popularity. The rustic and
distressed table has now become a thing in modern and contemporary homes
as well.

+ Furniture upholstery
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Upholstery is simply the materials such as fabric, webbing, springs, and
padding used as a soft covering for sofas, chairs, and other furniture.
Upholstery first started in the Middle Ages and then became popular during
the later centuries. Over the years, there came about a massive change in




upholstery. People began using a wide range of materials like wool, hay, and
horsehair for comfortable furniture.

Today, upholstered materials include foam and metal springs that have more
durability. Though the inner materials are not visible, they still make a
massive difference as to whether the furniture is comfortable or not.

Upholstery fabric is quite a significant investment, so you need to make the
right choice before your furniture arrives. Though you can change the outer
fabric depending on wear and tear, it's essential to choose high-quality inner
materials to make the furniture last long. If you select the wrong colour or
pattern of the furniture and the entire furniture design or home interiors will
ruin. Here are a few tips to keep in mind when choosing upholstery.

v" Consider how a specific type of fabric or leather can age with time.
Close drapes when a room is not in use or when away to avoid fading
Check for fabrics that are perfect for pets and kids.
Choose fabrics that are easy to clean and maintain
Don’t forget to consider the shape of a particular furniture design when
selecting fabric for your furniture. If it’s a curvy design, then it’s advised
to go in for solid-coloured fabrics as fabrics with textures or patterns
may not sit well.

v" Last but not least, always try out the piece before you buy it

+ Furniture maintenance

When it comes to furniture and home décor items, proper care and
maintenance are always needed. No matter how expensive a particular piece
of furniture is, how you take care or maintain, it will ultimately decide how
long it lasts. There are many different ways to take care of the furniture. Here
are a few simple things you could do to keep your furniture design beautiful
and long-lasting.

v Avoid placing your furniture in direct sunlight. Sunlight can discolour
and melt certain types of fabrics, finishes, and materials. If there’s no




other choice but to place it in bright sunlight, make sure to cover the
furniture with a cloth or throw during the day’s hottest time.

Choose the right care products like polishes, cleaners, waxes, and
varnishes for your furniture. Certain types of cleaners are designed to
work only on certain furniture materials, so make sure to read all labels
well before applying the products to your furniture.

Maintain and clean your furniture regularly - this could be monthly or
bi-weekly. It's important to remember your cleaning days and make
sure to do it on time.

“+ Type of furniture

Furniture design for home interiors is available in a wide range of beautiful
styles. Today, furniture making has evolved to a great extent with new designs
available in the market every day. In big cities, space constraints are one of the
biggest problems when buying homes, and this is one of the main reasons
furniture manufactures are looking for innovative ideas and concepts that
work for their customers.

When choosing your furniture or home decor, make sure to ask yourself a few
questions before you go ahead and purchase your furniture. To help make




things a little easier for you, we'’ve listed down the different types of furniture
design for home interiors so that you can make the right choice.

v Smart furniture:

Smart furniture design is one of the latest trends today. Smart furniture offers
homes a more modern touch. From sofas and chairs to bookshelves, tables,
and shelves you can find elegant furniture customised and designed for your
needs. We categorise Smart furniture into different parts: space-saving
furniture, multifunctionality, and customers’ needs and likes. Some great
examples of smart furniture and home décor are wall-mounted desks, natural
desks, adjustable tables, multipurpose chairs and tables, adjustable motor
desks, furniture with a power source, and antisocial chairs.

v’ Space-saving furniture:

One of the biggest challenges when doing home interiors is choosing the right
furniture design that saves space. One of the very reasons for space-saving
furniture is to give you more space to move about. Some great examples of
space-saving furniture are four-seater coffee tables that are extendable or
hidden, invisible beds or pull out, and pull-down products that can easily be
kept out of the way when not in use.

v" Traditional furniture:

Traditional furniture, also known as classic furniture or formal furniture, first
started in the 1600s in Europe and has never gone out of style. Traditional
furniture design is defined by ornate detailing, dark wood, intricate curves,
gold accents, rich fabrics, patterned upholstery, and beautiful art accessories.
Home interiors with traditional furniture are still one of the most popular
styles when designing a home.

v" Modern furniture:

Modern furniture design embraces a cleaner and simpler look - the opposite
of traditional furniture design that’s more elaborate. It’'s a minimalist design
approach with straight lines, smooth surfaces, warm neutral colour tones, and
materials with metal and wood.




Reasons Why You Might Want To Take Care And Maintain Your
Furniture

Furniture is one of the essential elements in completing a home atmosphere.
Furthermore, furniture is essential at every stage of our lives, such as sleeping,
dining, and relaxing, which necessitates beds, tables, chairs, and sofas.
Therefore, every action in our life is carried out with the assistance of
furniture, from the most fundamental to the most expensive.

v’ Staging Helps Sell a Lifestyle

Furniture might begin to deteriorate over time if it is continually utilized.
Furthermore, if things become too rickety and bent out of shape, it can
become pretty dangerous. For example, owning a ten-year-old sofa that's
almost sunken in and on its final legs is only going to cause you and your
family problems. As a result, you may feel obligated to preserve and care for
your furniture.

Here are some more reasons why you should look after your furniture.

v For Physical Comfort




For many people, choosing furniture is just a matter of matching a theme or
color scheme. However, if you choose your furniture based on comfort, you
will thank yourself afterward. For example, if you suffer from back pain, a
recliner, zero gravity chair, or massage chair can significantly improve your
level of comfort at home.

When choosing furniture, comfort should be a significant consideration. When
you have uncomfortable furniture, your visitors will be uncomfortable, which
can add to the stress of organizing a party. However, if guests become too
comfortable, they may wish to stay indefinitely.

v" To Protect Your Health

Did you know that your outdoor chair might harbor allergens, dust mites,
fleas, mold, and bacteria? And, if left unattended for too long, they could all
trigger a variety of allergies and illnesses? Also, if you have someone in your
household allergic to dust or mold, this will exacerbate their symptoms. As a
result, you'll be able to maintain your house and family health.

v" To Protect Your Investment




[tems may become more damaged than they should if you do not maintain
your household furniture. Not tightening bolts, for example, can cause some
chair pieces to break apart. You can increase the life of your furniture by
keeping it clean and turned up regularly. This maintenance will also allow you
to recuperate some costs by allowing you to sell items at a reasonable price
when you no longer require them.

v' For Safety Purposes

When it comes to arranging your home with furniture, one of the most crucial
factors to consider is safety. This is critical because a lack of essential safety
criteria can harm children, especially when they are alone and playing with
risky and fragile household equipment.

A clean and well-maintained household furniture ensures that all of the
furniture is in the required safe location and that the harmful items are kept
out of reach of youngsters. Furthermore, the electric cables in a well-
maintained home are correctly situated and well-insulated, ensuring that
children and visitors are kept safe.

v Well Maintained Furniture Defines Standard

When visitors arrive at your home, what is the first thing they notice? Of
course, it is your home's appearance and design. The first thing that will make
your home look beautiful is well-maintained furnishings. It's not about
spending a lot of money on furniture; it's about getting good quality furniture
that is easy to maintain to make your house appear excellent. Choose the
perfect hue and create a one-of-a-kind design. Take good care of it because it
defines the interior of your home and reflects your standards.

v' Saves You Money

Investing today in adequately cleaning, protecting, and restoring your
furniture will help it last longer. Then, instead of buying new furniture sooner
than planned, you may use your hard-earned money toward other household
essentials.




Repairing your damaged furniture will cost you money, and you will have to
pay more money if you buy a new set. However, cleaning regularly may be
able to prevent any damage. Using the scenario as an example demonstrates
the significance of preventative maintenance. Rather than spending thousands

of dollars on repairs, identify minor problems early on. For example, spending
a few dollars on replacing a chair leg is preferable to paying for damages if the
chair collapses and injures someone.

Throughout the day, your furniture goes through a lot. From constant use to
dust accumulation and light exposure. As a result, it's critical to refresh the
fabrics or wipe down the wooden surfaces to ensure they're clean and
untouched. You might notice a fresh mark or some fading while cleaning. This
would then motivate you to take additional steps to safeguard your furniture.

II. Furniture Care And Maintenance

Over the years, furniture does go through lot of wear and tear. It does not
matter whether the furniture item in question is a sofa or a smaller item such
as a side table. Furniture requires regular maintenance and even, if you are
extremely careful, external factors such as humidity will take a toll. In this
topic, we cover a range of maintenance techniques, depending on the material.
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Before we dive into material specific techniques, let us look at some general
tips:

v Avoiding damage

Remember that excitement you felt when you bought your sofa home for the
first time? The feeling of protecting it at all costs, making sure it is wiped clean
and dusted every week? As months go by, there is a tendency to get careless
about these things. Try and remember that excitement, and protect it like you
did when you just bought it! Needless to say, the life expectancy of furniture
can be increased exponentially if we follow a few basic rules.

Pro tip: Avoid placing your furniture directly in sunlight, especially if it is
painted. This can impact the finish, cause the product to be discoloured and
eventually making it look unsightly. If sunlight is unavoidable, cover the piece
with a throw during the day, so it remains protected. Use coasters for centre
tables, where the worktop is made of wood, this helps in ensuring the polish
coat doesn't wear.

v' Maintaining the quality

Given that the furniture in your home is going to used frequently (especially
post the pandemic) and will be exposed to elements such as dust and




humidity, it is important to pay attention to maintenance. Your furniture
needs to be cleaned regularly, if you want to maintain it. Consider delicate
cleaning of your sofas, cabinets, drawers and other items every week. For
example, things such as the headboard of your bed, or your work table can be
cleaned every day to ensure the dust stays off. Bigger items can be cleaned
once a week. Also, who doesn’t want to stay in a clean environment?

Pro-tip: Set aside some time on your weekends to clean your furniture. This
dedicated one or two hours will add up to more years of furniture life! We
promise!

Apart from the general cleaning tips, you also need to consider that different
materials require different types of care. You cannot use the same cleaning
techniques you use for wooden furniture on the upholstered pieces.

+ Tips to maintain wooden furniture

Remember, soap and water

You can use mild soap and a damp cloth to clean your wooden furniture, such
as cabinets, drawers, or dining tables. Make sure that the cloth you are using is
clean, as dust tends to stick more if the cloth is unclean. The three mini tips




under this style of cleaning are:Use a mild soap and damp cloth to clean the
area

v’ Use a mild soap and damp cloth to clean the area

v' Use another slightly wet cloth to clean up the soap

v' The last step is to wipe the excess dampness on the surface with a dry
cloth

Polishing

When you clean wooden furniture with soap, chances of the polish wearing off
is very high! Keep a furniture polish handy, preferably with a low alcohol
amount. This can help bring shine on the surface, while also protecting it

Dusting

Dusting on a daily basis is a good way to ensure that your furniture stays in
good shape. Set aside 10 minutes a day to dust your wooden furniture, with
deeper cleaning to be done on weekends. This prevents accumulation of dust,
which looks a lot more prominent on dark, wooden pieces

Usage of coasters

In order to avoid glass stains, try making use of coasters as much as possible.
This reduces the clean-up after every use, which can get quite tedious and
frustrating.

Keep out of sunlight

Direct sunlight can affect the finish of a wooden product. Try avoiding keeping
the item in direct sunlight, or drape it with a throw for the hottest parts of the
day

Some other tips:

v" If you have pets at home, take necessary steps to protect your furniture.
v Avoiding keeping wood furniture in areas which are prone to humidity
(such as bathrooms)




v’ Ensure the temperature at home is maintained. Drastic fluctuations can
impact the humidity at home, thus creating dew which is not ideal for
wooden furniture

v On the other hand, do not let your house get excessively dry. Dryness
can make wood shrink, or makes it split

v Avoid direct contact with liquids such as water. Soft soap and a little
water is ok, but excess of this and it has high chances of ruining your
furniture!

+ Tips to maintain fabric/upholstered furniture

Pick the right Kind of fabric

Choosing the right type of fabric makes the maintenance task easier, and this
solely depends on your lifestyle. For instance, synthetic fibers are a better
option for upholstered pieces which are used heavily. Similarly, if you have
pets avoid going for fabrics which have loose threads/weaves

Protect the fabric




Usually, fabrics are extremely susceptible to stains. Thus, pay close and great
attention to spills regularly. If you end up spilling something, make sure you
clean it up quickly and follow the instructions on how to clean it effectively

Turn the cushions

Turning cushions is commonly done in many households, and, for a good
reason! The life of any upholstered furniture can be extended if you regularly
turn the cushions over. This is because, the wear and tear gets evenly
distributed on all sides and thus, reduces sag and wear and tear.

Use a vacuum cleaner

The fun part about vacuum cleaners is that they clean out every speck of dust
on the surface! If used effectively on fabrics, it sucks in any particles, such as
dust, unwanted food specks, and more. You can use a vacuum on your
upholstered furniture every week to give it a general cleaning

+ Tips to clean glass furniture

Always remember to wipe glass dry




After using or cleaning a table top with a glass top, wipe it completely dry. If

you leave the glass unattended when wet, it leaves marks which cannot be
removed easily. Why invest in stronger buffs or chemicals when you can just
wipe the product clean after each use?

Stay away from hard water

Use purified or distilled water while cleaning your glass furniture. Hard water
consists of mineral residue which can leave marks. This is one of the primary
reasons you can go for water mixed soap sprays to clean glass furniture

Microfiber or chamois cloth for cleaning glass

Using a daily used cloth or tissue can leave several lint particles or paper
residue on the glass. Instead, go for microfiber or chamois cloth, which is
specifically made for such purposes. Microfiber cloth has the ability to remove
lint and fiber, while chamois cloth will not leave behind any residual material!

Glass cleaner

This is a simple but effective tip which most of you already know: do not use
any other cleaner other than a one meant for glass! Using soap, or any other
cleaning liquids can mess up the quality of the glass, making it look unsightly

Newspaper buffing

Who knew you can buff glass with newspaper, huh? This is an age-old
technique used through generations. Using a newspaper to clean your glass
can leave it squeaky clean, and remove hard stains or oil marks.

Long term Care

While the above mentioned techniques are to be followed frequently, there
are still cases when you may need professional help to keep the furniture in
good condition. For custom made furniture, make sure you get polishing and
waxing done. Also, you can call a professional company such as Urban clap to
clean your upholstered sofas, chair or cushions. Fabrics can get hard to clean,
especially if there have been spills. If you don't think you can do a great job at




cleaning blots, spills, or more, consider getting a professional cleaner once a
month or once in two months!

If you have bought any of the pieces off the shelf, ensure that you read the care

instructions carefully and make sure you aren’t using products that aren’t
suitable for the product.

Now, doesn’t cleaning furniture seem relatively simple and easy? Just by
following a few tips, you can make sure your furniture looks and stays brand
new, while also prolonging the life of the products! The key, is to keep up the
regimen of maintenance.

How To Prepare Furniture For Moving?

Moving household furniture from one place to another is the most stressful
process in the entire journey. Large beds, dining tables, pool tables, dressers,
coffee tables, chairs, etc., are large and bulky, which makes them difficult to
move, especially if you have stairs, tight spaces and narrow doorways.

Some furniture pieces, such as armchairs and couches, may have an awkward
shape that can lead to serious physical injuries due to poor handlings, such as
back and shoulder strain.




It is always good to prepare your large furniture pieces by dismantling and
packing them using tried and tested techniques for a smooth move.

However, you need assistance from seasoned Gold Coast Removalists because
they bring dollies, furniture sliders and straps to move heavy pieces without
causing damage or injury.

But if you have decided to prepare and pack your furniture on your own, keep
the following pro tips in mind for a seamless experience:

1. Take Inventory Of Your Furniture Items

It is good to plan your move in advance to avoid unnecessary chaotic days
during the process. You can take inventory of furniture items you want to
relocate or take along with you to a new place. This will help you decide how
much time they will take to disassemble and pack. You can also plan ahead
and reduce waste, especially outdated furniture or broken items before
starting the packing process.

So, here are some of the common household furniture pieces that you may
need to prepare for home relocation:

v' Seating Furniture: This includes sofas, chairs, recliners, couches and

ottomans

v’ Tables: Dining tables, end tables, coffee tables, pool table and console
tables

v" Beds: Four-poster beds, platform beds, bunk beds, and daybeds.

v’ Storage: Wardrobes, dressers, shelving units and bookcases

v" Qutdoor: Patio furniture, chairs and tables

Make a list of your items and plan things accordingly.
2. Stock Up On Packing Supplies

You need high-quality packing materials, such as bubble wrap, packing paper,
packing tape, moving blankets and straps to protect your delicate and
expensive furniture from getting damaged. The double layer of supplies will
protect your possessions during the lifting, loading and moving processes.




3. Take Measurements Of Hallways And Doorways

Before moving large furniture from one place to another, it will be beneficial

to measure doorways, elevators, hallways and stairways so that everything
will fit through without leaving scratches behind. This can help you move a
pool table without breaking the slate or any property damage.

Sometimes, you need to move large pieces without taking it apart. So, measure
the doorways and other tight areas for better outcomes.

4. Arrange Necessary Moving Equipment

It is good to arrange necessary moving equipment and other tools in advance.
You may need a toolkit to disassemble legs, doors, tabletops, and other
furniture pieces.

You can also rent a dolly along with straps to lift large pieces without putting
any pressure on your back and legs. You can prevent injuries, such as shoulder
strains and chronic knee pain if using right set of moving equipment.

The best thing you can do is to hire the best removalists Gold Coast who can
lift your furniture without causing any damage.

5. Remove Dust And Stains

Make sure you remove accumulated dust, dirt and stains from your furniture
pieces before packing. It is good to vacuum your couch and other upholstery
furniture. You can use mild dish soap and warm water to remove stains for
wooden ones

6. Disassemble Your Furniture

This is one of the crucial steps when preparing your large furniture for
moving. Check what can be dismantled without any breakage. This can be a
time-taking process, so be prepared.

Remove parts, particularly table legs, shelves, glass tops and bed frames and
keep them aside. It is good to do one piece at a time and safely pack the nuts,
washers and bolts in a plastic bag.




Do not forget to label the packed nuts and bolts so you can easily assemble
your furniture once you reach a new abode. You can also opt for backloading
option when moving large furniture. This will save your time, money and
energy as well.

7. Take Care Of Loose Parts

Secure the loose parts of your furniture by wrapping them in plastic bags.
Also, tape them underside of larger pieces. If any furniture has many parts,
write down serial numbers so you can find and assemble them quickly.

Securing a book of instruction manuals with your furniture is also good. This
will save you a lot of time and energy.

8. Use Blankets, Towels And Cushion Covers For Extra Cushioning

Delicate furniture pieces and other items need proper cushioning to prevent
damage or injury. So, you can use old towels, blankets and bedsheets to cover
the edges of your large furniture pieces. Wrap it around and secure it with
packing tape.

9, Hire Professional Furniture Removalists

Whether doing it for the first time or the 7th time, you should consider hiring

professionals who can lift and relocate your furniture without any stress. Do




proper research and find removalists that specialises in furniture removals
Gold Coast. They know how to lift sofas and couches with care. They will take
care of loading the moving truck and ensure all your items arrive safely in one
piece.

With proper planning and preparation, you can pack and relocate household
furniture items without causing any damage. These tips will keep your
couches, beds, tables and other furniture intact throughout the process.

III. The Do's And Don'ts Of Furniture Care And Maintenance
Here are the dos and don’ts of furniture care and maintenance.

“+ Do’s in Furniture Care

v’ Make Use of Homemade Solutions

v" Protect Your Furniture From Hot And Cold Diningware
v" Practice Dusting Regularly

v" For pets, invest on chew toys and scratching posts

4+ Don’ts in Furniture Care

v Don’t Overuse Bleach and Detergent




v Don’t Over-polish

v Don’t Expose Your Furniture to Direct Sunlight
v Don’t Rub or Scrub Your Furniture

Final Words

Just by following a few tips, you can make sure your furniture looks and stays
brand new, while also prolonging the life of the products! The key, is to keep
up the regimen of maintenance.
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