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Abstract 

Gold Coast is a beautiful city in Queensland and perfect place for living with a family. So, if 

you are also planning to get settled in this beautiful city, then you must know about the city 

in advance. You should spend time on the internet and search about the city or you can ask 

your friends about the best things around the city. In this guide, we are discussing everything 

that you must know about the Gold Coast city when planning to get settled here.  

 

1. Introduction 

Gold Coast is one of the best cities around the Queensland region of Australia. Here you will 

find the best schools for kids, world class medical services and variety of job and business 

opportunities. This place is the best to raise a family and to spend quality life with a family. 

We did a proper research about the city and helping people in getting settled successfully in 

this city. This guide has everything which you must know when considering this city to live. 

This guide will help you in getting settled in this beautiful city.    

 

2.   Awesome Reasons to Live on the Gold Coast 

With glorious beaches, perfect weather and a thriving entertainment and nightlife scene, 

who wouldn’t want to be living on the Gold Coast? While the city is famous for its relaxed 

beachside lifestyle, there are also numerous world-class educational institutions and 

promising career opportunities. 



If you’re planning to study in Australia, here are ten awesome reasons to live on the Gold 

Coast. 

1. The nature 

 

It’s almost impossible to talk about the Gold Coast without mentioning its most famous 

attractions – the beaches. From tourist hotspots like Main Beach to local gems such as Echo 

Beach, the Gold Coast has you covered. 

Stretching across 57km, the Gold Coast is one white sandy beach after another, with lots of 

famous surfing spots that draw enthusiasts from far and wide. Gold Coast beaches also play 

host to several different sport and recreational activities and major events, so there’s always 

something fun to do. 

And while the beaches might steal most of the attention, the Gold Coast is also home to lots 

of national parks and bush walks that are pretty much as beautiful as it gets. 

Burleigh National Park is a popular trekking spot that offers stunning views of Surfers 

Paradise and the Pacific Ocean. Or, step just outside the Gold Coast to explore the 

breathtaking Gondwana Rainforests, which contain the largest subtropical rainforests in the 

world. 

2. The sunny weather 

While the sun might not shine every day of the year on the Gold Coast, it does come pretty 

close. In fact, the city enjoys around 300 sunny days each year. 



The winters are milder than in cities such as Sydney and Melbourne, and while Gold Coast 

summers may get uncomfortably hot and humid, it’s the perfect excuse to swim at one of 

the many magnificent beaches. 

3. The laidback vibe 

Thanks to the sunny weather, palm trees, and never-ending beaches, the Gold Coast is 

overflowing with holiday vibes. You’ll find that the pace is slower on the Gold Coast than in 

other major cities, and the friendly locals love to have a chat. 

Gold Coasters have perfected a laidback beach culture that balances hard work with plenty 

of sunshine and good times. You may be studying a lot, but living on the Gold Coast will 

make it feel like an endless vacation. 

4. The multiculturalism 

 

With three universities located on the Gold Coast and a large TAFE Institute in Southport, the 

city attracts thousands of international students to its shores each year. Along with the many 

tourists that visit the area, the Gold Coast is a fun, diverse and multicultural place to live. In 

fact, nearly one in three Gold Coast residents was born overseas. 

There are plenty of multicultural events and activities occurring each year, including 

Harmony Week in March and Multicultural Month in August. The popular Chinatown in 

Southport also hosts regular street markets and cultural festivals. 



5. The nightlife 

Surfers Paradise boasts an unrivalled party reputation. The streets are lined with pounding 

dance clubs, bars, restaurants, and live music venues, meaning there’s an awesome venue to 

be found around every corner. 

Outside of Surfers Paradise, the fun continues. Check out suburbs like Broadbeach and 

Burleigh Heads to discover top restaurants and trendy bars that’ll keep the drinks flowing 

from dusk until dawn. 

6. The world-class universities 

 

The Gold Coast is home to several fantastic educational institutions. Griffith University ranks 

30th in the 2020 Times Higher Education Young University Rankings and 33rd in the 2021 QS 

World University Rankings Top 50 Under 50. Plus, in the Shanghai Ranking Global Ranking of 

Academic Subjects 2020, the University placed in the top 10 for Hospitality and Leisure 

Management (3rd in the world) and Nursing (2nd in the world). 

Bond University has been consistently rated as one of the top universities in Australia for 

student experience, as well as the leading university in Australia for employer satisfaction 

with graduates. 

Southern Cross University sits in the world’s top 200 universities under the age of 50 

according to the Times Higher Education World University Rankings. It’s also considered the 

best university in Australia for international student support. 



On top of universities, you’ll find several colleges and TAFE campuses on the Gold Coast 

offering courses in all kinds of areas, including cookery, hospitality, design, tourism, IT and 

more. 

7. The employment opportunities 

While the Gold Coast is smaller than big capital cities like Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane, 

there are plenty of opportunities to secure work and build a career. Plus, the Gold Coast is 

considered a ‘regional area’, which means graduating students in the Gold Coast can now 

stay and work for between three and five years (check the Department of Home Affairs for 

more details). They’ll also have access to the Regional Occupation List, meaning a choice of 

more jobs and visa options. 

The health and medical industry is undergoing major employment growth and is currently 

the leading sector for the most available jobs. Other areas with high employment 

opportunities include ICT, tourism, education, and hospitality. 

8. The affordability 

Compared to living in a capital city, the Gold Coast can be an extremely affordable city to live 

in. Accommodation rates are generally lower than in capital cities, with rooms in a share 

house starting from as low as $135 per week in great areas such as Southport and Surfers 

Paradise. 

Combine this with cheap public transport and plenty of free and low-cost social activities, 

the Gold Coast is a very budget-friendly choice. 

9. The good public transport access 

 



The Gold Coast has a fantastic public transport system that makes getting around the city 

very easy. There’s no shortage of buses, trains, and trams to get you where you need to go, 

and the network usually runs on time. Plus, the public transport network can take you to 

several day-trip and overnight destinations outside the Gold Coast, including Brisbane. 

As a student, you may qualify for a concession rate on your GO card, meaning you can save 

up to 50% off on your rides. 

10. The endless entertainment and events 

There’s always something happening on the Gold Coast. 

The city offers the biggest collection of theme parks in the Southern Hemisphere including 

Warner Bros. Movie World, Sea World, Dreamworld, Wet‘n’Wild, and more. 

You’ll find countless festivals celebrating food, film, music, culture, art, and everything in 

between. Some of the best events include the Gold Coast Film Festival, Sand Safari Arts 

Festival, Surfers Paradise LIVE, and Bleach* Festival. 

The Home of the Arts (HOTA) is a cultural hub showcasing the latest movies, live concerts, 

exhibitions, and shows across all kinds of genres. Plus, there’s always events and activities 

taking place in parks, entertainment venues, beaches, and libraries across the city. 

Whatever you’re into, you’ll never get bored on the Gold Coast. 

 

2.1.  Living Expenses in Gold Coast 

 



If you’re considering moving to the Gold Coast, Australia, you’re likely wondering what to 

expect. Monthly living expenses here are comparatively low compared to the average cost of 

living in major cities across Australia. Typically, rent is around $793, and other costs add up 

to about $1052. While it may seem expensive, it doesn’t have to be this way. Here are some 

tips to keep your costs under control. 

The average daily cost of living in Gold Coast is AU$121 ($90) per day, based on costs for 

previous visitors. For a day in the city center, a single person can expect to spend anywhere 

from AU$22 to $27 on food. A two-star hotel can cost up to $199 per night. A single public 

transportation ticket costs about $3. Depending on the activities you’d like to do and where 

you stay, you can plan your trip two or three months ahead to get the best deal. 

 

3. How to Decide Where to Live 

 

Deciding where to live is a big decision. Do not make it lightly – but also remember that your 

choice does not need to be final. Take some time to think about what's most important to 

you. Weigh your ideals against your realities. When the time comes: make the choice that 

feels the most right, and take the leap! 

Exploring Your Options 

Make a list. Write down the cities, states, nations, or regions that float to the top of your 

mind when you think about where you might want to live. Your list may be very short or very 

long. If you don't already have a few places in mind, then you will need to do more research 

in order to better understand what you're looking for. 



Research. Run a web search, talk to people, and read guidebooks in order to learn more 

about each place that finds its way onto your list. Read about the history, the culture, the 

scenery, the economy. Try to pin down what it is, exactly, that draws you to this place. 

Notice the trends. Look for the common factors between the places that you are considering 

living. Then, use these patterns to help yourself understand what sort of place, generally, 

you are looking for: urban, rural, or suburban; mountainous or seaside; east coast or west 

coast. Once you've identified a few similar options, try to parse out the more subtle 

differences between these places. 

Visit. If you are intrigued by the idea of a place, try to check it out in person before you make 

any serious decisions. Take any opportunity that you get to visit the area, speak with the 

people, and imagine yourself living there. Try staying there on holiday if you can, renting 

temporary accommodation to get a real feel of life in your desired location. 

Evaluating Aesthetics 

Consider the culture. Learn about the music scene, the party scene, the food scene – 

anything that you think would enhance your quality of life. Try to grasp the cultural 

idiosyncrasies that make each place unique. Read about the ratio of younger people to older 

people, and try to see the trends in why people are moving to a particular place. 

 

See the romance in a place. It is important to make an informed and practical decision, but 

you should also find a reason to be enthused about the place you're going to live. Create a 

mental image of what life would be like here, and then evaluate whether that life is 

something you want. 



Understand what the climate is like. Determine whether you want to live somewhere hot, 

cold, wet, dry – near the coast or in the mountains. Basic research on a city or region should 

give you a good idea of the weather patterns. Consider the effects that a different climate 

(say, a very rainy place, or somewhere that freezes over in the winter) will have upon your 

lifestyle and your goals. Consider the temperature, the average precipitation, the air 

pollution, and the seasonal flux. 

Learn about the risk of natural disasters. This can also help swing your decision, although it 

may not be the most weighty concern. Some areas face a high risk of hurricanes and 

tornadoes, while other areas get a lot of earthquakes. Some areas are prone to drought, and 

others to mighty storms. Inform yourself of the danger so that you can make a conscious 

choice. 

Getting Practical 

Take money into account. Move to a place that you can afford, but that also provides you 

with the opportunities you want. Your money will go much further in some regions than it 

will in others. On the other hand, the jobs that you'll find in a more expensive area will also 

typically pay you more. This is the dilemma: the places with the most opportunity are often 

the most expensive to live, and the most affordable places are often less conducive to 

building a career. 

Think about work. Factor your current and future career into the equation. Consider 

searching for jobs in potential new cities just to get an idea for what's out there. Look for 

areas that feature a lot of jobs in a field that interests you. 

 

Make the right choice for your children. If you will be moving with children or expecting 

children, then research which areas have the best opportunities for education. Imagine how 

the culture and opportunities of a given area will impact the way that a child is raised. Pick a 



place that will provide a nurturing and stimulating environment for your children to call 

"home." 

 

3.1.  Apply For Housing 

How to apply for social housing 

 

Social housing is available to provide stability to vulnerable people least able to access and 

sustain housing through other housing options. 

You can apply for social housing in various ways: 

 Contact your nearest Housing Service Centre to arrange an interview to discuss your 

eligibility and housing needs. They will explain which documents to bring. As part of 

your interview, you need to sign a completed application form. Find the Housing 

Service Centre that manages areas where you’d like to live – please note, not all 

suburbs listed have social housing: 

 Complete an Application for housing assistance  (PDF, 1 MB) and send to your 

nearest Housing Service Centre. We contact you to discuss your application. 

 Apply through a long-term community or affordable housing provider, who sends 

the application to us on your behalf. 

You can check your eligibility before you apply. 



You must list 6 locations where you’d like to live and you may be offered a home in any of 

these locations. 

You can list fewer than 6 locations if you: 

 have a need to live in a particular location 

 are applying for a property in a regional or remote area. 

At the interview 

During the interview, we assess: 

 your housing and wellbeing needs 

 whether you’re eligible for social housing 

 where you want to live and how many bedrooms you’re entitled to 

 any specific housing features you or your household members may require 

 whether other products and services may better address your housing needs. 

Note: It is an offence under the Housing Act 2003 to knowingly provide false or misleading 

information that may influence decisions about your eligibility for housing services. 

If you’re eligible for housing 

 



If you’re assessed as eligible for social housing, we add you to the housing register according 

to: 

 the date of your approved application 

 your housing need 

 your preferred locations 

 the type of housing (e.g. apartment, house) and number of bedrooms you're eligible 

for. 

You are listed on the housing register for both public and community housing. 

Review of your eligibility 

We will regularly contact you to review your eligibility while you’re on the housing register. 

You must tell us if: 

 your household changes, e.g. you have additional household member/s or a 

household member leaves 

 your household income or assets change 

 there is a change to a household member’s health and they require specific housing 

features because of a medical condition or disability 

 you need to change where you want to live 

 you don’t want to be listed for social housing anymore 

 you want to explore other housing products and services that may help you with 

your housing needs. 

It’s important to keep us up to date about your contact details and circumstances, so that we 

can contact you if a property becomes available. 

 

3.2.  Most In-Demand Suburbs Of The Gold Coast Right Now 

Gold Coast is a thriving city of Queensland and one of the six largest metropolitans in 

Australia. Since the golden strip is reckoned for its lifestyle and diversity, it is no surprise that 

over 635,000 people call it and its suburbs home. The city’s strong economy, modern 



infrastructure and abundant opportunities for business/jobs provide the base for the 

residents to live and work comfortably. 

 

However, more people have moved to the suburban regions from the city for spacious 

homes, greenery, and tranquillity with the help of professional removalists in Gold Coast. 

Moving to suburbs allows them to keep reaping the benefits of the services and amenities 

the city has to offer while maintaining a life away from the hustle and bustle. 

If you plan to make a safe and capacious home in a picturesque area too, have a look at 

these most in-demand suburbs of Gold Coast right now. 

Surfers Paradise, 4217 

Surfers Paradise is the tourist town of Gold Coast, and every day is almost a holiday for its 

residents. The suburb has over 41% of the city’s residential properties, making it a hot spot 

for buying or renting a home. 

The median house price here is $2,100,000 and the unit price is $456,000, owing to the 

area’s popularity and population. The median rent for houses and units is $690 and $450 per 

week, respectively. 

Although the property rates and rent are higher in Surfers Paradise than many other suburbs 

of Gold Coast, the availability of good schools, beautiful beaches, cafes/restaurants and 

places of interest make up for them. What’s more, since the region is well connected, 

reputed removalists in Gold Coast can assist you in moving here without stress. 



Broadbeach, 4218 

Among the most enviable spots in Gold Coast, Broadbeach is home to Australia’s rich and 

famous personalities. However, that doesn’t mean people with reasonable incomes cannot 

have a house or apartment here. 

The island has a diverse and culturally-inclusive population, mostly consisting of locals and 

people on holidays. It is a great place for investing in a property, as units and houses are 

majorly taken on rent, as you will find independent youth and maturing/established adults 

here. 

The median house and unit price here can be $1,565,900 and $6,10,750, respectively. The 

rent is on the higher side too with the median weekly rent for houses and units being $950 

and $530, respectively. 

Southport, 4215 

Looking for a friendly and convenient suburb of Gold Coast? Southport is one of the best 

areas to live with your family. It has proximity to great schools, the central business district, a 

university campus, and a host of lush green parks. 

 

If you are looking for a place a little away from the hustle/bustle of the beaches where it is 

business and normal life, Southport is the best location. It has several residential streets, 



retail centres, entertainment hubs and cafes/restaurants. Thus, it makes the perfect place to 

live with your near and dear ones. 

Compared to Surfers Paradise & Broadbeach, Southport has cheaper median house and unit 

prices at $781,250 and $425,000, respectively. Renting a residence here is also affordable 

with the median weekly rent being $550 for a house and $450 for a unit. 

Palm Beach, 4221 

Palm Beach is known for its safe, posh and spacious surroundings and it is home to 

numerous families, established/mature adults and independent youth. It is removed enough 

to let the residents live a life of peace and connected enough to let them access hub areas 

without hassle. 

It strikes the perfect balance between greenery, commercial areas and residential 

properties. Thus, it is a popular suburb for working professionals, families with kids, elderlies 

and students. 

Considering you can get tranquillity with great amenities here, you will need to pay more for 

a home. The median house price is $1,375,000 and the unit price is $799,000. The median 

weekly rent of a house is high here as well at $750, but the average weekly rent of units is 

lower at $530. 

Helensvale, 4212 

Helensvale is an in-demand suburb of Gold Coast as it has greenery, tranquillity and 

excellent housing options for singles, couples and families with kids. Its proximity to the city 

and Broadbeach keep it relevant but it still is at a distance affording its residents a reprieve 

from the constant hustle and bustle. 

 



The hilly suburbs is reckoned for modern amenities, planned estates and hinterland fringe. If 

you plan to move here, you can easily find good removalists in Gold Coast to pack and 

transport your belongings here. Moreover, you can access shopping centres, schools, a 

bowls club and a golf course among other things. 

The average house rate of Helensvale is $900,000 and the unit rate is $405,500. For people 

leasing a unit, the median weekly rent is $770 for houses and $460 for units. 

Hope Island, 4212 

This suburb has a high-demand property market owning to its modern amenities and 

suitability for living with family. The area has a majority of older and established families and 

several quality housing options for couples and new families with kids. 

The location is preferred by many as it has a low crime rate, quiet residential streets, lush 

green surroundings and easy accessibility to crucial amenities. Hope Island has a diverse 

population consisting of working professionals, families with kids, singles, students and 

more. 

The property rate for the houses is significantly higher than units, making this place a mixed 

bag of income groups. The average house price is $1,155,00 and rent is $785 per week, but 

the median house price for units is $590,000 and the weekly rent is $580. Thus, if you belong 

to a medium-income group, consider looking for a home in Hope Island. You can easily book 

reliable and affordable removalists in Gold Coast to help you move here smoothly. 

Upper Coomera, 4209 

 



For people looking for a home in a family-friendly place, this suburb of Gold Coast is a great 

option. You can get a host of housing options at cheaper rates than other suburbs of the city. 

The median house price here is $650,000 and the rent is $530, whereas the median unit 

price is $435,000 and the weekly rent is $440. 

Owning to the suburb’s connectivity, modern amenities, multiple places of interest and 

cheap housing options, it is a high-demand region. Many independent adults, working 

professionals, students, and new families come here to be close to the city and live a 

peaceful life away from the crowds. 

As so many people move here, reputed removalists in Gold Coast provide affordable moving 

services in this region. Therefore, you can find accommodation within your budget and 

relocate without depleting your saving. 

 

4. Things To Look For When You Are House Hunting 

 

If you're thinking about buying a home, this list can help get your search off on the right foot. 

While the number of rooms, the condition of the kitchen, and the size of the yard are 

important, there are other things to think over before you make an offer. Consider these 

factors. 

The Site 

Beyond location, look at the site of the home. If the home is on a hill, does it have a view, a 

walkout basement, or lots of stairs to climb? Do neighbors' windows look directly into the 



home? Is the yard suitable for kids, pets, gardening, or other uses? Is access to the property 

safe regarding driveway elevation or stairs to the front door? 

The Neighborhood 

 

Be sure the neighborhood, and not just the house, meets your expectations. They say that 

you should own the smallest home in the nicest neighborhood that you can afford. You'll 

have a great view! Drive around on weekdays and weekends, during the day and in the 

evening. Are homes in the neighborhood consistent in size and features? Do the neighbors 

keep the yards clean and tidy, or are there old cars and trash around? Is the neighborhood 

safe enough for people to walk, run, or bike, and are there children playing in the yards? 

The Home's Curb Appeal 

Your home should reflect your lifestyle. Do you live a laid-back life? Then you might not want 

a formal Victorian or Tudor-style home. Something simpler and more contemporary might 

be in order. Look at the exterior features. A brick home is easier to maintain, unless, of 

course, you live in an earthquake-prone area. Ask yourself whether the roof in good 

condition. Is the landscaping attractive and are the sidewalks leading to the home safe? 

The Size and the Floor Plan 

You may be thinking about buying your dream home. But is your dream home impractical? 

Do you need four bedrooms and four baths when you live alone? A large home can give you 

the extra space you've always wanted for a home office, crafts, or art projects, but you'll pay 

higher heating bills and have higher taxes. It will take more furniture to fill it and money to 

decorate it. Think about how the new home space will be used and whether it will fit your 

lifestyle now and in the future. 



The Bedrooms and Bathrooms 

Decide how many bedrooms and bathrooms you need, and only look at homes that meet 

your criteria. It would be a shame to fall in love with a cozy, charming cottage that isn't big 

enough. An extra bedroom is always a plus, as it can be used for a home office, craft studio, 

or guest room. If you think you'll be adding more room later, be sure to consult an architect 

who can advise you on space planning, lot usage, and city regulations. 

The Kitchen 

 

If the kitchen is the heart of your home, don't settle for a home with a kitchen that won't 

work. You can always remodel, but it's very costly. Can you replace cabinet faces and 

countertops? Will an inexpensive makeover be sufficient? Don't worry about appliances, as 

they can usually be easily replaced. 

The Closets and Storage 

Older homes tend to have little closets and not a lot of storage space. If you have lots of 

sports equipment, craft supplies, out-of-season clothes, and holiday decorations, be sure 

you know where all this will go in your new home. Newer homes tend to have big closets 

and lots of storage. You can always add storage space, but you might have to sacrifice living 

space in your rooms. 

The Windows and Lighting 

Do you love a bright sunny room or do you love privacy? Look at a home with light and 

sunshine in mind. Look at the locations of electrical outlets and fixtures. Will they 



accommodate your lighting needs? Is there recessed lighting in the kitchen, cove lighting in 

the family room and a lovely chandelier in the dining room? If not, you can add them later, 

but it's nice to have it in place when you move in. 

The Finishing Touches 

Sometimes the simplest home looks spectacular thanks to the installed moldings, hardware, 

and fireplace. If these elements are important to you, look for them while house hunting or 

be ready to add them after you move in. 

If you keep these specific elements of a home in mind, your house hunting will be more 

successful, and you'll likely end up with the home of your dreams. 

 

5. Stress-Free Guide to Settling Down 

Whether you’re moving to a new side of town or moving across the country (or beyond), 

getting settled in a new city can always be a little nerve-racking. Here are some of the best 

ways to get acquainted with your new home and make new friends. 

I recently moved across the country to Gold Coast, and with little knowledge of the area and 

few friends outside of the Lifehacker crew, it was pretty daunting. Here are some of the 

things I’ve learned that helped me get me on my feet quickly. 

 

Getting the Lay of the Land 

Once you’ve actually moved in and nailed down the obvious—finding the closest grocery 

store, drug store, Apple store, or whatever else you need—the town can seem pretty 



overwhelming. If you’re feeling a little lost, here are a few ways to make sure you get to 

know your new home quickly. 

The Obvious: Use the Internet 

The first thing that probably popped into your head is to check out places like Google Maps, 

Yelp, or City search to find some of the best places to eat, hang, see movies, and so on. 

There’s a reason for that: it works pretty well. If you want to grab a cup of coffee or some 

lunch, hit up one of those sites and look at reviews of nearby spots. Of course, there’s no 

substitution for trying something out, so don’t be afraid to hop around, either. If you find a 

movie theater that has the highest rating on Google Maps, that doesn’t necessarily mean it’s 

the best one or the best one for you—so plan to “shop around” a bit before settling into a 

routine too quickly. That said, the internet should give you a good start. 

An especially neat trick, if you’re looking for stuff that’s near you, is to just bring up Google 

Maps, center it on your place, then search for *. The wildcard search works on Maps and will 

pretty much show you everything that’s nearby, which is pretty handy when you’re just 

trying to get a sense of what’s close. 

Ask Real People 

Of course, there’s no substitute to the advice of a real live person that you can ask questions 

and interact with. Chances are, you’re bound to have at least one or two people you know 

that live or lived in the town to which you’ve moved. Ask them for advice. Call them, go out 

to lunch with them, or just email back and forth and pick their brain. 

A really great (and geeky) way to compile this kind of advice is to create a Google Doc (or 

Google Map!) and invite the few people you know to collaborate on it. If you can get one 

person to get the ball rolling, you can probably get a lot of people to join in, adding their 

favorite places to eat and things to do in town (especially if they disagree with one another—

people have a lot of pride in their favorite local hangouts and will gladly offer up their own 

advice). It can become self-sustaining pretty quickly. Everyone, even the new people I meet 

each week, are more than willing to contribute to the doc with their favorite spots/hangouts 

if I invite them as collaborators. 

I also highly recommend crowd-sourcing some responses on Facebook and Twitter, too. You 

might be surprised how many people are familiar with the area and can give you great 

advice about anything you need to know. Again, what’s really useful about this is it isn’t just 

some random reviews around the net—if you can follow up with people and get all your 

other questions answered, you’ll be a lot better off. 

There’s nothing wrong with asking other locals, even if they’re just people you meet for a 

few minutes on the street, in a coffee shop, or elsewhere. Dropping the simple “I just moved 



here” line works wonders. It’s remarkable how friendly and helpful people are to 

newcomers. They’re bound to give you a nugget or two of information you might not have 

gotten elsewhere, so above all, just be friendly! 

Getting Out and Making Friends 

 

The other half of the equation is getting out and finding stuff to do with other people, and 

forming a group (or groups) of friends. It won’t just happen by sitting on your couch 

watching Seinfeld reruns, so here are a few things you can do to get the ball rolling. 

Keep Up Your Hobbies (or Dig Up Old Ones) 

A great way to find people with similar interests to you is to get out and get active with your 

favorite hobbies, even if they’re ones you haven’t visited in a while. If you like electronic 

music, there’s bound to be a group dedicated to that culture. If you are or used to be a 

gamer, find your local gaming shop and drop in for a Magic: The Gathering Draft. Even if it’s 

something you haven’t done for years, it’s a great way to get out and meet like-minded 

people. Meetup is a great way to find groups based on similar interests in your area—just 

type in where you are and what you’re looking for and you’ll probably find multiple groups 

getting together during the week. And, if you don’t find one (or don’t find one that suits 

you), start your own! Rarely are you the only one with your interests in a given town, and if 

you can’t find anyone, make them come to you. 



Apart from your own hobbies, I can’t recommend getting involved with community service 

and other local organizations enough. That may make you roll your eyes, but it’s something 

you don’t need any former experience to get involved in, everyone’s always super friendly, 

and at the very least, you’ll get some free DIY skills out of it. Anything that gets you out and 

social is going to make you feel better than sitting at home doing nothing, so you’ve got 

nothing to lose by getting out there. 

Meet Friends of Friends 

 

If you already have a friend or two in town, you’re pretty lucky. Take advantage of it! Even if 

you aren’t best friends with them, accept any invitation you get to hang out—you might find 

a friend of theirs that you have a remarkable amount in common with. Don’t give up after 

one meeting, either. The more time you spend around people, the more likely you are to 

become friends with them, even if you didn’t originally think you would. After all, are we 

really in a position to be picky? 

Don’t be afraid to contribute to the group, either. Don’t let everyone else always make the 

plans and invite you, or you’ll seem like you aren’t interested. if you’ve got a place in that 

Google Doc you want to go eat for dinner, go ahead and invite all of them out. That way you 

seem like an actual contributor and not just a tagalong, and they’ll be more likely to think of 

you when other plans come around. 

Take Initiative 

You won’t meet anybody just sitting at home alone, so when you have the opportunity to get 

out of the house, take it. Instead of getting takeout and heading home, eat out by yourself. 

Work in coffee shops. It may feel awkward at first, but there isn’t anything wrong with 



grabbing a book (or your favorite read-it-later service) and enjoying the sunshine a little. You 

never know when someone will strike up a conversation about what you’re reading. 

Again, don’t turn down any invitations you get. Even if it’s something you wouldn’t 

necessarily do, take the opportunity to get out of the house (unless, you know, it’s an 

invitation to go rob a bank—it’s probably okay to turn that down). Photo by Sahaja 

Meditation. 

Don’t Stress About It 

 

No matter how much you put yourself out there, you’re still likely to have some time to 

yourself at home, and that’s okay. Don’t set your expectations too high, and enjoy the 

relaxation time while you can (I hear Portal 2 is great)! It may take some time, but things will 

unfold naturally. Don’t worry too much if you don’t slip into a routine too quickly. These tips 

are meant to help, but they won’t make a new life magically appear before you. As with 

everything, the more positive an attitude you have, the more likely it is that good things will 

happen. 

A lot of this is pulled from my own experience over the past few years, and suggestions from 

others that have done the same. For more tips on getting acquainted with a new city, be 

sure to check out our top 10 tools for finding cool stuff nearby, as well as our guide to finding 

the best spots in a new city. And, of course, if you have any of your own hard-earned insight, 

share it with us in the comments. 

 

Conclusion 

Whether you are looking for better job opportunities or want to offer better education to 

your kids, then Gold Coast is the perfect city to live. This city is one of the rapidly growing 

cities around the country and famous for its education, medical facilities, tourism and a 



variety of job opportunities. So, if you want to get settled in this beautiful city, then this 

guide is for you. Here we have mentioned everything which you must know about the city. 

So, read the entire guide carefully and learn more about the Gold Coast.  
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